
RMYCT Protest Committee Decision 
Event: RKR Race 5 Division 3 

PARTIES  

Boat/Class/Fleet/RC/PC  Represented By  

Marilyn (M80) Ian Coulin 

Santana (M236) Michael Graham 

 
Protest or request valid / Protest or request invalid, hearing is closed  

Case Summary:  

Witnesses: Mark Philpott (Santana), Peter McLeod (Marilyn), Colin May (Marilyn), Julie Edmonds (on 
shore) 

Procedural Matters  

1. The PC comprised representatives from at least two clubs (RMYC and LMYC) as required by 
the Sailing Instructions. 

2. Arbitration was conducted but the opinion of the mediator (Evan McHugh) was not 
accepted by both parties.  

Facts found:  

1. Santana, a Swan 43, and Marilyn, a Dufour 40, were on starboard approaching the start 
line, 15 seconds after the start, in 20-30 knot winds, close reaching. Not overlapped. 

2. Approaching the Inner Distance Mark (IDM), Marilyn was one boat width below the IDM 
when Santana became overlapped to windward of Marilyn. 

3. At the start line, Marilyn altered course to close hauled and hailed Santana to keep clear. 
4. Santana hailed ‘you can’t do that’ and ‘sail your course’. 
5. Santana had room to keep clear of Marilyn without touching the IDM. 
6. Marilyn bore away to avoid contact and protested. 

Conclusion & Applicable Rules: Rule 11, 16.1 
When Marilyn altered course to close hauled, Marilyn gave Santana room to keep clear and 
did not break rule 16.1. Santana, the windward boat, did not keep clear of Marilyn, the 
leeward boat, and broke rule 11. 

  

Decision:   
Santana is disqualified.  

Protest committee: Evan McHugh RJ (chair), Bruce Dobinson 

 
Parties advised: 14/3/2024 

 

  

Hearing date 

14/03/2024 



 


