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TONY AUSTIN

CD SKIPPER’S  REPORT

The Ju ly  Genera l  Meet ing  was  part icu lar ly  wel l  attended with
standing  room only.  Tony  Mowbray  gave  an  exce l lent  presentat ion  on
his  part ic ipat ion  in  the  infamous  1998 Sydney  to  Hobart  race  and
fo l lowed i t  up  wi th  a  summary  of  h i s  so lo,  unass i sted
c i rcumnav igat ion.  That  t r ip  saw h im spend 181  days  at  sea  and
attracted  enormous  loca l  interest .  Tony  has  se l f-publ i shed a  great
book,  “Never,  Ever  G ive  In!”  deta i l ing  h i s  journey  and copies  were
eager ly  bought  by  h is  audience.
Whi le  the  recent  weather  has  not  been part icu lar ly  inv i t ing  for  c ru is ing  on  the  lake ,  the
recent  Duck  Hole/B i rd  Cage  Po int  Campf i re  cru ise  proved that  for tune  rea l ly  does  favour  the
brave!  The  photos  of  the  event  were  stunning!  I  th ink  we need to  make  th is  an  annual  event .

The  lake  has  certa in ly  been smashed by  i t s  fa i r  share  of  very  st rong  winds .  I  do  not  th ink  I
have  seen so  many  yachts  sunk  or  b lown ashore  in  such  a  short  per iod.  NSW Mar i t ime have
been kept  rea l ly  busy  recover ing  dere l i c t  vesse ls  that  have  e i ther  sunk  at  the i r  moor ings  or
broken loose .  I  am aware  of  at  least  e ight  yachts  that  have  been brought  ashore  at
Rathmines  to  be  broken up.  Th is  h igh l ights  severa l  i s sues ,  rang ing  f rom making  sure  that
your  moor ing  apparatus  i s  f i t  for  purpose,  and  report ing  dere l i c t  vesse ls  that  are  moored
near  you.  The  owners  a lmost  certa in ly  wi l l  not  have  insurance,  nor  may  they  even be
contactab le .

Af ter  a  b i t  o f  a  shaky  star t  the  recent  Stage  3  dredg ing  of  the  channel  has  been completed.
Most  vesse ls  are  now comfortab le  nav igat ing  the  main  (Dog leg)  channel ,  a l though current
buoyage  of  th i s  channel  can  be  a  b i t  confus ing  when leav ing  the  lake .  A l l  ind icat ions  are  that
the  acquis i t ion  of  the  loca l  dredge  and sand t ransfer  system are  on  t rack .  I t  i s  hard  to
imagine  a  permanent ly  nav igab le  channel .  Mirac les  can  happen!

Moor ings  on  the  lake  have  a lways  been a  b i t  content ious  but  th ings  recent ly  became even
more  worr i some with  much confus ion  around the  approva l  and  a l locat ion  system.  The  LMCC
Aquat ic  Ser v ices  Committee  recent ly  estab l i shed a  work ing  group to  l ia i se  d i rect ly  wi th  NSW
Mar i t ime.  A  very  usefu l  meet ing  has  been conducted  and,  fo l lowing  a  proposa l  f rom Port
Stephens  Yacht  C lub,  a  Hunter  Reg ion  Moor ing  Spec ia l  Interest  Group has  been formed to
fac i l i tate  communicat ion  between users  and  process  owners .  So  far  there  i s  goodwi l l  on  both
s ides  so  I  am opt imist i c  that  we can  deve lop  a  fa i r  and  pract ica l  system.

This  year  i s  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  Cru is ing  D iv i s ion.  The  committee  i s  keen to  see  th is
ce lebrated  in  a  su i tab le  fash ion  so  we inv i te  sug gest ions  f rom members .  The  p lan  i s  to  make
the  annual  CD Chr i stmas  D inner  the  foca l  event  and we wi l l  be  announc ing  some great
in i t iat ives  on  the  n ight .

I  am de l ighted  to  inform members  that ,  af ter  an  extremely  far  reach ing  recru i tment  program,
we have  been ab le  to  secure  the  ser v ices  of  a  new Cru ise letter  Ed i tor.  Ken  Archer  comes  to
us  wi th  an  outstanding  background in  photography  and desk- top  publ i sh ing .  I  would  a l so  l i ke
to  aga in  thank  Maureen Seysener  for  her  outstanding  efforts  as  Cru ise letter  Ed i tor  for  so
many years .

F ina l ly,  I  th ink  we were  a l l  g reat ly  saddened to  hear  of  the  pass ing  of  A lan  Lucas  OAM.  A lan
rea l ly  was  the  father  of  c ru is ing  the  east  coast  of  Austra l ia  under  sa i l .  H is  books  were
essent ia l  read ing  for  anyone who p lanned to  head offshore  and I  be l ieve  that  many  cru isers
would  never  have  lef t  the i r  home port  i f  not  for  A lan ’s  outstanding  c lear  and  author i tat ive
gu ides  ( see  Obi tuary  p .  4 ) .

Fa i r  winds  and safe  sa i l ing .

AUGUST 2025
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Gentle south-westerly breezes welcomed Jodi, Migaloo, Yorkshire Relish, 2Dream, and Stoked as we
journeyed down the lake for an overnight adventure at a spot often misnamed in the CD as The Duckhole
– the wonderfully sheltered bay behind Birdcage Point.

Although the chilly days leading up to this event may have kept some sailors cosy at home, those who
joined us relished not only delightful sailing conditions for the trip down the lake, but also a sunny
shoreline and tranquil waters once we anchored and made our way ashore.

A campfire always serves as a fantastic centerpiece, and our relaxed gathering on Saturday afternoon was
made even more enjoyable by the warmth of the fire and the opportunity to reconnect with good friends
over a rich red wine and a selection of tasty cheeses. To top it off, the crew of 2Dream treated us to
tempting Canadian S'mores (imagine chocolate biscuits surrounding gooey marshmallows), creating the
perfect recipe for a wonderful afternoon!

By 6 PM, the winter chill began to settle in, prompting all crews to return to their boats for an early night.

On Sunday morning, after a light fog lifted, we gathered on board Stoked for morning tea, before
embarking on a leisurely sail back to our moorings.

Overall, this Winter Getaway offered a fantastic opportunity to fully embrace a weekend of sunshine and a
chance to air out the canvas that had been cooped up for too long following weeks of rainy weather.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us, enriching the weekend with your energy and good
humour!

(Thanks to Maureen and Fred for taking over the organising role at short notice! Also for bringing a firepit
(aka a washing machine bowl) and firewood. Ed. (See Photo Gallery p. 5).
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Ju ly  Out ing:  A  Winter  Escape;  Campf i re  at  the
Duckhole

Vale:  A lan  Gordon Lucas  OAM,  3rd  Ju ly  1936 -  10th  Ju ly  2025.  
By Ben Lucas

A week  af ter  h i s  89th  b i r thday  A lan  passed  away  peacefu l ly  in  Gosford  hosp i ta l  surrounded by
fami ly.  I t  was  A lan 's  wishes  to  avo id  a  formal  funera l  and  he  was  cremated on  the  17th  of  Ju ly.
A  memor ia l  ser v ice  wi l l  be  he ld  in  coming  months ,  date  and locat ion  to  be  announced,  for
those  who wish  to  pay  the i r  respects  and  ref lect  on  h is  remarkable  legacy.

A lan 's  importance  to  the  sa i l ing  community  cannot  be  understated,  rece iv ing  an  OAM for
contr ibut ions  to  mar i t ime l i terature  and publ i sh ing  near ly  40  books ,  wi th  mult ip le  ed i t ions ,
and count less  ar t i c les  for  sa i lors ,  boat ing  enthus iasts  and  l i ve-aboard  yacht ies ,  dur ing  a  career
spanning  more  than  60  years  at  sea .

Beg inn ing  as  a  commerc ia l  ar t i st ,  A lan  was  a l so  a  photographer  and i l lust rator  who would
persona l ly  sur vey,  take  soundings ,  photograph and chart  every  locat ion  in  h i s  wr i t ings .  Many
cons idered  h is  books  a  f r iend  at  sea  thanks  to  h i s  exper ience,  ins ight  and deta i led  knowledge
which  he  communicated  in  a  warm and persona l  manner.

A lan 's  pr imary  focus  was  the  NSW and Queens land coasts ,  ho ld ing  a  part icu lar  pass ion  for  the
Great  Barr ier  Reef  and  surrounding  waters .  He  was  a  pragmat ic  env i ronmenta l i st  who,  across
h is  career,  wi tnessed  and t racked the  devastat ion  to  the  prec ious  mar ine  habi tat .

He  persona l ly  bu i l t  and  ref i tted  20+  yachts  in  h i s  l i fet ime,  star t ing  at  age  14 .  A lan 's  dedicat ion
to  a  sea-far ing  l i fe  was  unpara l le led  and he  c i rcumnav igated  wi th  Patr ic ia  and  Ben,  v i s i t ing
over  50  countr ies  and cross ing  every  major  ocean by  sa i l ,  nav igat ing  by  sextant  wi thout
automat ion  or  GPS.

A  humble  and compass ionate  man,  devoted  to  h is  c raf t ,  he  eschewed the  publ ic  eye  and
preferred  to  focus  on  h is  work  and love  of  the  sea  above  a l l  e l se .  H is  death  t ru ly  marks  the
end of  an  era  for  Austra l ian  sea-go ing  l i fe .
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Photo Gallery

Angela ,  Maureen,  R ichard ,  L ibby  and Fred  en joy ing  the  f i rep i t .  
                                                               Yorksh i re  Re l i sh  sa i l ing  home (be low) .

Fred  and Maureen,  out ing  coord inators . Our  int rep id  group on  Stoked for  coffee .

We were  certa in ly  lucky  wi th  the  weather. Ra lph  was  our  marshmal low chef.
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SAFE  SAIL ING -  JACKLINES/JACKSTAYS

Jack l ines  are  a l so  ca l led  Jackstays  ( I  prefer  “ jackstays”) .  They  are  l ines  which  run  a long  the  deck
from the  bow to  the  stern  of  a  boat  for  the  crew to  c l ip  onto  as  they  move about  the  boat ,  and
to  keep them tethered  to  the  boat  in  case  of  a  man overboard  inc ident .  The i r  safety  i s
espec ia l ly  a  va lue  for  shorthand cru is ing  even in  benign  weather.  I f  on ly  one  crew i s  on  deck
a lone  for  long  per iods ,  then  he/she  could  be  miss ing  for  some hours  before  be ing  d iscovered.
Wear ing  a  l i fe  jacket  i s  great ,  but  i t  i s  better  to  stay  on  the  boat  than  to  f loat .  A l though
jackstays  are  f i tted  a long  the  deck ,  i t  i s  a l so  des i rab le  that  they  be  f i tted  on  the  unders ide  of
mult ihu l l s .  Th is  i s  to  a l low crew to  secure  themselves  on  an  upturned hu l l .  

WHAT ARE JACKSTAYS MADE FROM?  

Jackstays  are  usua l ly  made of  three  types  of  mater ia l  f rom sta in less  stee l  wi re ,  low st retch ,
exot ic  rope,  or  webbing ,  th i s  be ing  the  most  common and most  des i rab le .  Wires  are  not
des i rab le  and a l though they  are  easy  to  insta l l  and  use ,  they  are  a  ro l l  hazard  underfoot ,  and
can abra id  ge lcoat .  Low st retch ,  exot ic  ropes ,  such  as  spectra ,  are  extremely  st rong  but  they
have  a  large  d iameter  and are  a l so  a  ro l l  hazard .  Th is  can  be  reduced by  removing  the  outer
sheath .  Th is  wi l l  not  weaken the  rope  at  a l l  but  wi l l  a l low the  rope  to  be  f lattened somewhat .  I t
wi l l  a l so  reduce  the i r  durab i l i ty.  The  most  des i rab le  type  of  mater ia l  for  a  jackstay  i s  webbing .
Loops  in  the  ends  are  made by  t r ip le  st i tch ing .  Jackstays  made f rom webbing  are  a l so  ava i lab le
ready-made commerc ia l ly.

HOW TO AT TACH THEM TO YOUR VESSEL.  

The  jackstays  when f i tted  should  not  be  t ight .  A  smal l  amount  of  s lack  wi l l  prov ide  some g ive
with  the  advantage  of  reduc ing  the  shock  i f  load  i s  suddenly  appl ied .  I t  i s  a l so  h igh ly
undes i rab le  to  use  knots  on  ropes  or  webbing  to  attach  the  jackstays .  A  bowl ine  for  example ,
wi l l  reduce  the  break ing  force  of  the  rope  or  webbing  by  up  to  40%,  but  an  eye-sp l i ce  by  on ly
5%.  The  preferred  method of  attachment  i s  by  shack le .  I t  i s  a l so  important  to  have  separate
jackstays  for  each  s ide  of  the  deck  instead  of  just  one  l ine  running  the  fu l l  length  of  the  boat .
The  attachment  po ints  should  not  be  the  base  of  l i fe l ine 's  staunchion  posts .  Wherever  the
attachment  po int ,  i t  should  be  welded or  bo l ted  through the  deck .  My preference  i s  to  attach
them to  the  fore  and af t  moor ing  c leats .  

I t  i s  a l so  undes i rab le  to  run  the  jackstays  around the  outs ide  of  the  gunwale .  Many  crew have
gone overboard  as  they  emerged f rom the  companionway,  not  yet  c l ipped on.  Rac ing
regulat ions  requi re  that  a  c rew must  be  ab le  to  c l ip  onto  the  jackstay  before  emerg ing  f rom the
companionway.  The  preferred  p lac ing  i s  to  run  the  jackstay  ins ide  the  r ig g ing  and a long  the
deck  between the  gunwales  and the  cab in .  Th is  has  two advantages .  I t  i s  usua l ly  wi th in  reach  of
the  companionway,  but  more  important ly,  i t  rest r i c ts  how far  a  c rew wi l l  be  washed a long  the
boat .  Th is  i s  because  i f  a  c rew goes  for ward  and i s  washed overboard,  they  wi l l  be  prevented
from be ing  washed to  the  stern  of  the  boat  by  the  r ig g ing .  I f  the  des ign  of  the  boat  does  not
permit  c l ipp ing  d i rect ly  onto  the  jackstay  f rom the  cockp i t ,  p lac ing  a  l ine  in  the  cockp i t  f rom
the base  of  the  companionway to  the  af t  end  of  the  cockp i t  i s  su i tab le .  Crew can  then hook  on,
come out  on  deck ,  and  t ransfer  to  the  main  jackstay.  A l ternat ive ly,  a  st rong  po int  can  be
insta l led  at  the  top  of  the  companionway to  hook  onto  as  they  emerge  f rom the  companionway.

I t  should  a l so  be  noted  that  i t  i s  des i rab le  to  use  tethers  that  have  three  c l ips .  Th is  a l lows  crew
to  c l ip  onto  a  new attachment  po int  before  unc l ipp ing  f rom the  f i rst  one.  A lso,  the  regu lat ions
no longer  permit  the  o lder  sty le  c l ip ,  as  these  were  found to  bend under  force  and not  ab le  to
be  unc l ipped in  an  emergency.  See  the  new regulat ion  and images  next  page.

Acknowledgement:  This  safety  ar t i c le  was  summar ised  by  Ken  Archer  based  on  an  art i c le  pub l i shed  in  Austra l ian
Sa i l ing  Magaz ine ,  Dec  2011,  and  wr i tten  by  J im Orre l l  who has  over  45  years  c ru is ing  and  rac ing  exper ience  as
wel l  as  a  LMYC member  for  16  years .  J im has  a l so  ser ved  as  Co-Deputy  Chai rman of  Yacht ing  NSW Spec ia l
Regulat ions  Committee .  Ed .
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N o te  f ro m  y o u r  n e w  Ed i t o r :  T h i s  i s  my  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e
Cru i se l e t te r  fo l l o w i n g  my  “a p p o i n t m e n t ”  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e ra l
M e e t i n g .  M a ny  t h a n k s  t o  To ny  fo r  p ro d u c i n g  t h e  l a s t  t w o
e d i t i o n s  a s  I  h av e  b e e n  o v e rs e a s ,  e n j o y i n g  a  g re a t  t r i p  t o  t h e
G a l a p a g o s  I s l a n d s  a n d  Pe r u .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i ke  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e
t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  M a u re e n  a s  t h e  p re v i o u s  Ed i t o r
o f  t h e  Cru i se l e t te r .  T h i s  wa s  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  M a u re e n  s t e p p e d
i n t o  t h e  ro l e ,  s o  a  b i g  t h a n k  yo u  t o  M a u re e n .  

Old  sty le  c l ip  bent  out  of  shape ( lef t )  and  new des ign  ( r ight ) .  
The  new regu lat ion  (be low)

JACKLINES/JACKSTAYS (CONT.)
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T h e  Cru i se l e t te r  h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  u s i n g  o l d  s o f t wa re  c a l l e d  “Pub l i she r”  w h i c h  i s  n o
l o n g e r  f i t  fo r  p u r p o s e  a n d  n o t  a d a p ta b l e  fo r  u s e  o n  A p p l e  c o m p u t e rs .  C o n s e q u e n t l y,
w e  h av e  n o w  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t o  u s e  “Canva”  s o f t wa re .  L M YC  h a s  b e e n  u s i n g  t h i s  t o
p ro d u c e  i t s  n e w s l e t t e r  “Forecast”  a n d  t h e  C l u b  h a s  n o w  m a d e  t h i s  s o f t wa re  ava i l a b l e
t o  t h e  C D.  I  w o u l d  l i ke  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t h a n k  M a r k  a n d  C o rd e l i a  fo r  fa c i l i ta t i n g
t h i s  c h a n g e .
 
T h i s  e d i t i o n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  u s i n g  Canva .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s ay,  t h e re
i s  a  s t e e p  l e a r n i n g  c u r v e  fo r  m e  t o  g e t  fa m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s o f t wa re .  C o rd e l i a  s e t
u p  a  t e m p l a t e  fo r  t h e  Cru i se l e t te r  a n d  s h e  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  h e l p  m e  l e a r n  t h e
ro p e s .  I  t h a n k  h e r  fo r  h e r  a s s i s ta n c e  a n d  o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t .  

I  t r u s t  t h a t  e v e r yo n e  w i l l  t o l e ra t e  t h e  o d d  “ n av i ga t i o n ”  e r ro r  a l o n g  t h e  way.  I
a l s o  h o p e  yo u  e n j o y  t h e  n e w  l o o k  c o l o u r  fo r m a t  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  n e w
s o f t wa re .  Re ga rd s ,  Ke n .

 Ken  Archer
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FOR YOUR CALENDARFOR YOUR CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 6TH LMYC SAIL PAST.
Theme: Rock & Roll Bands 

Cruise to follow TBA.

GENERAL MEETINGS - Bridgedeck Room

Dates for the 2025 General Meetings:

Our Meetings are a great way to find out what's happening, and to get to know your
fellow CD Members a little better.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
Our Cruiseletter is enriched by your contributions - all items of interest or handy hints
are always gratefully received.
Many thanks this month to Maureen and Fred for coordination of our Duckhole winter
escape outing.

On Water & Practical Events

OCTOBER 5th - 11th Ivan Irwin Cruise - Lake Mac
NOVEMBER 2nd, 2 weeks Cruise to Sydney, Botany Bay &

Port Hacking.

August 11  th Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Ropes - Panel Discussion

September 8  th Guest Speaker - NSW Maritime Boating Safety Officer (TBC)
October 13  th TBA

The August General Meeting will start at 7pm in the Bridgedeck room. 
A table will be booked for dinner from 5:30pm onwards for those wishing
to share a meal prior to the meeting.

November       The date will be put back to Mon 17   due to Sydney Cruise.th
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AUGUST 23rd 0930-1200 Rope Workshop, Bridgedeck Room


