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Fireworks explode over “Migaloo” in Wangi Bay 
on New Year’s Eve (Photo by Richard Masson).

Page:
2-3

3
4-7

7
8

9-10
11-14

15

1

LAKE MACQUARIE  YACHT CLUB



www.lmyc.com.au

TONY AUSTIN

SKIPPER’S  REPORT
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Greet ings  CD Members .

On beha l f  o f  the  committee  we hope that  you  have  had  a  great
fest ive  season and that  2026 i s  an  awesome year  for  you  and
your  fami ly.  Look ing  back  over  2025 i t  was  a  pretty  good year
for  the  CD.  We expanded our  membersh ip  and had  some pretty
amaz ing  cru ises  a lbe i t  the  weather  was  a  tad  cha l leng ing  at
t imes .  The  annual  P i ttwater  Cru ise  was  wel l  attended and
everyone had  a  fantast ic  t ime.  Our  lake  cru ises  went  wel l
inc lud ing  a  very  memorable  ‘Eat  the  Lake ’  c ru ise  that  saw the
f leet  exp lore  some new locat ions  and exper ience  some f ine
eater ies .  The  cru ise  down to  Port  Hack ing  was  a  f i rst  for  the  CD
and a l l  part i c ipants  rea l ly  en joyed the  exper ience.  The  year
ended with  our  soc ia l  h igh l ight  of  the  year  -  the  combined 
Chr i stmas  Party  and  40th  Anniversary  of  the  CD ce lebrat ion  .  Whi le  a lways  popular  I
th ink  you  would  agree  that  th i s  was  an  outstanding  successfu l  event  made even more
successfu l  wi th  the  launch  of  our  new CD f lag  and po lo  sh i r ts .  Ken  Archer  put  an
enormous  amount  of  work  into  br ing ing  together  a  fantast ic  photographic  and
memorabi l ia  record  of  the  h istory  of  the  CD.  We have  a  very  r i ch  h istory  and we have
come a  long  way  f rom those  ear l iest  days!  Fo l lowing  the  party  we had a  great  out ing  for
the  New Year ' s  Eve  f i reworks  at  Wangi  and  an  equa l ly  en joyable  get  together  for
Austra l ia  Day  at  Browns  Bay  and Sty les .

Look ing  for ward  we be l ieve  that  we have  an  outstanding  program that  should  make  2026
a  ste l lar  year.  The  annual  P i ttwater  Cru ise  has  a  f resh  and exc i t ing  theme with  act iv i t ies
for  everyone.  I  cannot  over-state  the  importance  of  th i s  event  at  every  leve l .  I t  i s  a
great  opportun i ty  to  get  your  boat  ‘back  up  to  speed’  for  a  coasta l  passage  and to
refresh  your  sa i l ing  and nav igat ion  sk i l l s  in  a  very  contro l led  and support ive
env i ronment .  I t  i s  a l so  a  great  opportun i ty  to  get  to  know your  fe l low CD members
whi l st  sa i l ing  some of  the  f inest  c ru is ing  waters  in  Austra l ia .  I f  you  on ly  do  one  cru ise
with  the  CD in  2026 make sure  i t  i s  th i s  one!! !

We are  a l so  p lanning  to  run  an  ‘extended’  Newcast le  c ru ise  wi th  the  opt ion  of  heading
further  north  to  Port  S tephens  and,  hopefu l ly,  an  overn ighter  out  to  Broughton I s land.
Thanks  to  Ra lph  and 2Dream we now have  a  smal l  cadre  of  members  who have  been out
to  Broughton and a l l  say  they  want  to  go  back  aga in .  I t  rea l ly  i s  a  pretty  amaz ing  p lace
with  a  very  r i ch  h istory.  I  am hoping  to  run  another  cru ise  down to  Port  Hack ing  later  in
the  year  to  bu i ld  on  the  knowledge  that  Ra lph  acqui red  dur ing  h is  t r ip .

For  those  who do  not  wish  to  leave  the  lake  we a im to  offer  a  wide  range  of  loca l
act iv i t ies  that  focus  on  p laces  less  of ten  v i s i ted  whi le  combin ing  some pract ica l  sk i l l s
sess ions .  These  sess ions  wi l l  be  a imed at  upsk i l l ing  a l l  members  of  the  crew so  that  they
can  better  support  each  other  whi l st  aboard.  To  th is  end  we want  to  encourage  people
to  read  the  ‘A l ternate  Sk ippers  Manual ’  and  work  through i t  at  the i r  own pace  and in
the i r  own way.  One of  the  rea l  st rengths  of  the  CD i s  we have  a  large  number  of  people
who have  an  enormous  amount  of  pract ica l  exper ience  that  they  are  more  than  happy  to
share .  Unl ike  rac ing  where  there  i s  a lways  a  compet i t ive  edge  to  teach ing  and t ra in ing ,
cru isers  rea l ly  do  want  to  share  the i r  hard-won knowledge  and exper ience.

We wi l l  be  cont inu ing  wi th  our  h igh ly  successfu l  Genera l  Meet ings  th i s  year  wi th  many
members  gather ing  for  d inner  at  Crusoe’s  pr ior  to  the  meet ing .  The  guest  speaker  for
our  February  meet ing  wi l l  be  Chery l le  S tone.  Chery l le  has  an  amaz ing  sa i l ing  CV which
inc ludes  a  c i rcumnav igat ion  of  Austra l ia  in  a  kee lboat  and  many  t r ips  out  into  the
Pac i f i c  in  her  catamaran.  Chery l le  wi l l  be  shar ing  her  exper iences  wi th  Women Who Sa i l
Austra l ia  (WWSA)  and the  Get  Together  on  the  Bay  (GOTB)  ra l l ies .
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Lake  Matters

F ina l ly,  Mar ion  Cotter i l l  has  adv ised  that  she  wishes  to  stand down f rom the  CD
Committee .  Mar ion  has  been,  and  I  am sure  wi l l  cont inue  to  be  a  very  act ive  supporter
of  the  CD and we have  a l l  g reat ly  apprec iated  her  input  into  the  running  of  the  group.  I f
anyone i s  interested  in  f i l l ing  a  casua l  vacancy  on  the  committee  p lease  g ive  me a  ca l l .
Tony.

The  latter  ha l f  o f  2025  saw an  unusua l ly  h igh  number  of  storms  cross ing  the  lake .  Often
they  were  accompanied  by  very  st rong  winds  and many  vesse ls  ended up  e i ther  s ink ing
on the i r  moor ings  or  be ing  b lown ashore .  Th is  has  kept  the  sa lvage  operators  very  busy
and there  has  been a  steady  st ream of  very  sad  vesse ls  be ing  taken to  Rathmines  for
f ina l  d i sposa l .  Th is  process  i s  not  s imple  as  i t  i s  the  lega l  respons ib i l i ty  o f  the  vesse l
owner  to  both  pay  for,  and  arrange,  the  d isposa l  o f  the  boat .  Needless  to  say  many
owners  cannot  be  ident i f ied  or  do  not  wish  to  accept  respons ib i l i ty.  In  October  2025
NSW Mar i t ime was  successfu l  in  gett ing  leg is lat ive  changes  brought  in  to  cover  the
management  of  dere l i c t ,  abandoned or  End-of-L i fe  vesse ls .  Hopefu l ly  we wi l l  cont inue
to  see  these  vesse ls  ident i f ied  and removed before  they  cause  more  damage to  the
env i ronment  or  other  vesse ls .  P lease  ass i st  Mar i t ime by  ident i fy ing  such  vesse ls  and
pass  on  to  them the  re levant  deta i l s .

Desp i te  recent  media  announcements ,  the  work  on  the  rep lacement  of  Be lmont  Jetty
has  not  yet  re -commenced.  Th is  i s  unfortunate  as  the  jetty  i s  a  popular  spot  for  v i s i t ing
vesse ls  to  take  on  passengers  or  v i s i t  the  loca l  shopping  centres .  I t  a l so  has  one  of  the
few publ ic  sewage pump-outs  in  the  northern  lake .  There  i s  an  LMCC Aquat ic  Ser v ices
Committee  meet ing  on  19  February  so  hopefu l ly  we wi l l  get  some good news.

A l l  ind icat ions  are  that  the  Swansea  Channel  has  remained qu i te  stab le  and most  deep
draf t  yachts  are  ab le  to  safe ly  get  into  the  lake .  Ear l ier  th i s  year  a  large  cont ingent  of
cru isers  ( inc lud ing  severa l  la rge ,  deep draf t  yachts )  f rom RPAYC came into  the  lake  for
the i r  annual  c ru ise .  MRLM prov ided a  p i lot  boat  to  escort  them through the  channel
and there  were  no  inc idents .  The  cru ise  went  wel l  and  they  had  lots  of  good th ings  to
say  about  the  lake ,  LMYC and Crusoe’s .  I  th ink  we wi l l  be  see ing  more  and more  yachts
v i s i t ing  the  lake  now that  the  word  i s  out  that  the  channel  i s  now safe ly  nav igab le  by
most  c ru isers .

F ina l ly,  I  am hear ing  f rom every  loca l  sh ipyard  that  the  fou l ing  of  boat  hu l l s  by  mar ine
growth has  increased  dramat ica l ly  over  the  past  year  or  so .  In  part icu lar  the  rap id
growth  of  smal l  barnac les  has  become a  rea l  prob lem as  they  do  not  wipe  off  -  they
need to  be  scraped off,  o f ten  wi th  meta l  b lades .  I t  i s  assumed that  there  are  many
factors  in  p lay  -  warmer  water,  reduced sa l in i ty  ( f rom ra in  and r iver  inf low)  and
increased  turb id i ty  be ing  the  main  factors .  Increased  growth  on  ad jacent  boats  a l so
creates  loca l  ‘seed ing ’  across  a  moor ing  f ie ld .  I  suspect  that  the  long  runs  of  bad
weather  have  a l so  decreased  boat  usage  which  further  exacerbates  growth.  There  are
no easy  answers  for  th i s  prob lem as  most  brands  of  ant i fou l ing  are  equa l ly  cha l lenged
by  these  condi t ions .  Apart  f rom regular  c lean ing  of  the  hu l l ,  the  on ly  th ing  you  can  do
is  to  use  your  boat  more  regu lar ly !  Why not  he lp  yourse l f  and  your  boat  by  jo in ing  our
regu lar  on-water  act iv i t ies?    Tony.

February  Meet ing  Guest  Speaker  -  Chery l le  Stone
Make sure  you come a long  to  the  February  Genera l  Meet ing.  Our  guest  speaker  i s
Chery l le  Stone.  Chery l le  has  been sa i l ing  for  over  50  years .  She  started  of f  c rewing  for
her  late  husband,  f i rst  in  of f- the-beach catamarans  and then in  larger  boats  f rom
smal l  kee l  boats  through to  a  Gra inger  1250 catamaran.  Dur ing  that  t ime she
c i rcumnavigated Austra l ia ,  raced here  on  Lake  Macquar ie  and undertook  many cru ises
around the  South  Pac i f i c .  Chery l le  i s  a  very  act ive  member  of  the  Women Who Sa i l
Austra l ia  (WWSA)  organisat ion  and a  regular  part ic ipant  in  the  annual  Gather ing  On
The Bay  (GOTB)  workshops.



4

Skippers:  Gordon Butler,  Ralph Asquith,  Fred Seysener,
Chris  Cahil l ,  Tony Austin,  Beth Dawkins,  Ken Archer.
John Lemberg was unable to attend.

Life Members:  Chris  and Nikki  Cahil l ,  Maureen and
Fred Seysener,  Mike Coll ins,  Ross Shirt ley,  Leonie
Coll ins,  Beth and Ray Dawkins.

Christmas Party and 40  Anniversay of the Cruising Divisionth

The 2025 Annual Christmas Party was held on 8th December in conjunction with the 40  Anniversary of
the inauguration of the Cruising Division within the LMYC. The function was held in the Bayview Area of
the LMYC Clubhouse. Some 65 members attended, including a number of past members who came along
to help celebrate this milestone. A display of memorabilia included old and more recent photographs
(both printed and digitally displayed on the TV), copies of various editions of the Cruiseletters over the
years, old CD calendars and flags of Pittwater Cruises over the years. The following photos are of more
recent office holders on the CD Committee, from about 2002, who attended the function. All office
holders and their years in office were listed in the December 2025 Cruiseletter.

th



5

Secretaries:  Richard Masson, Maureen
Seysener,  Trudi  Butler,  Beth Dawkins,
Libby Archer.

Cruiseletter Editors: Maureen
Seysener, David Baker, Ken
Archer, John Cotterill .

Safety Officers: Ralph Asquith,
Chris Cahill ,  Tony Austin.

Treasurers :  Ra lph  Asquith ,  Ross
Shir t ley,  N ikk i  Cahi l l ,  Mike  Col l ins .  

In  addit ion  to  the  Off ice  Holders  whose  photos  appear  above,  many other  CD members
have  ser ved on  the  Committee.  Unfortunate ly,  we d id  not  get  a  group photo  of  these  CD
members  who attended the  Chr istmas  Party.  These  members  are  now l i sted  be low.  They
were  committee  members  between about  2005 and 2025.

Leonie  Col l ins ,  Ray  Dawkins ,  Ian  Donaldson,  Col leen Donaldson,  Peter  Hart igan,  Joe
Rog geveen,  John O ’Br ien,  Helen  Hys lop,  Deborah Chasel ing ,  Michael  Nor wood,  Anne
Szczwonski ,  Anne Shi r t ley,  Graham Hubbard,  L inda  Smith,  Gai l  McBurnie ,  Cath  Aust in ,
Cenny Wagemeker,  Carmel  James,  Trevour  Smith ,  Ross  Dickson,  Rob B lack ,  Karen B lack ,
Col in  A l leck ,  Greg  Barnicoat ,  Mar ion  Cotter i l l ,  Angela  Asquith ,  E leanor  Cunningham,
Phi l  Cunningham and Mark  C lements .

Other  members  gave  ser v ice  as  raf f le  t i cket  se l lers  and tea  and cof fee  prov iders .
Unfortunate ly  these  members  were  not  a lways  ident i f ied  in  the  Cru ise letters ,  so  I
cannot  l i st  the i r  names.  Their  ef forts  however,  are  acknowledged,  and great ly
apprec iated.  

Ken Archer.
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40  CD Anniversary Displayth

in conjuction with the
Christmas Party. Ken Archer
put the display together
with assistance from
Maureen Seysener.

Cutting the 40  Anniversay
Cake; Skipper Tony Austin and
LMYC Commodore, Geoff
Edman.

th

Presentation of “Spirit
of Cruising Award” to
Barbara and Eric Burns,
Yorkshire Relish,  by
Skipper Tony Austin.
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Safety Snippet
Beware  the  Swansea  Br idge  -  I t  can  b i te!

Much has  been wr i tten  and sa id  about  the  chal lenges  of  safe ly  nav igat ing  the  Swansea
Br idge.  There  i s  a  very  good reason for  th is  as  i t  remains  qui te  a  cha l lenge  for  many
sk ippers .  Over  the  past  few years  severa l  vesse ls  have  h i t  the  br idge  and in  two cases
that  I  know of  have  susta ined s ign i f i cant  damage with  loss  of  masts  and damage to  the
hul l s .  Fortunate ly  no-one has  been ser ious ly  in jured  but  th is  i s  on ly  by  good fortune and
there  have  been severa l  ’near  misses ’.  

Why i s  th is  t rans i t  so  chal leng ing?  The  obvious  answer  i s  because  the  f low through the
br idge  can  be  extremely  st rong  -  4  or  more  knots  of  t ida l  current  i s  not  uncommon.  The
width  of  the  channel  when the  br idge  i s  open i s  qui te  narrow and there  i s  l i tt le  room for
correct ions  once  you have  commenced your  t rans i t .  The  other  less  obvious  reason i s  the
ever  changing  nature  of  the  channel  bottom adjacent  to  the  br idge.  Th is  impacts  the
direct ion  of  the  t ida l  f low and the  st ream does  not  a lways  d i rect ly  a l ine  with  the  ax is  of
the  br idge  t rans i t .  Recent  eros ion  of  the  channel  bed adjacent  to  the  three  o ld  stee l
py lons  that  sat  on  the  lake-s ide  of  the  br idge  resul ted  in  them being  removed as  they
were  no  longer  stable .  

So  what  should  you do i f  you are  p lanning  to  t rans i t  the  br idge?  The  f i rst ,  and most
important ,  i s  to  ta lk  to  someone who has  RECENT exper ience.  The  second i s  to  ideal ly
p ick  a  t ime c lose  to  s lack  water  ( remember ing  that  th is  occurs  up  to  3  hours  af ter  h igh
t ide  at  Swansea  Heads  and doesn’t  last  for  very  long)  and l ine  yourse l f  up  wel l  before
you get  near  the  br idge  opening.  Heading  into  the  lake  i s  usual ly  the  most  cha l leng ing
and ideal ly  you wi l l  be  start ing  your  t rans i t  f rom a  pos i t ion  wel l  back  f rom the  br idge
and c lose  to  the  Swansea  RSL  f loat ing  publ ic  jetty.  You want  p lenty  of  speed to  ensure
good helm response  and once  committed  don’t  reduce  speed unt i l  safe ly  wel l  through,
making  sure  you do not  impede boats  behind you.  Whi le  we want  to  get  through quick ly
once  the  br idge  has  been opened,  a lways  make sure  that  you do  not  get  too  c lose  to  the
vesse ls  in  f ront  of  you.  Tony.

The 40  Anniversary  Disp lay  at  the  2025 Chr istmas  Partyt h
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NEW YEAR’S  EVE F IREWORKS 
To welcome in  the  New Year,  10  CD vesse ls  ( Jodi ,  Yorksh i re  Re l i sh ,  I s la
Breeze.  Migaloo,  Renaissance,  Saaremaa,  Double  Fun,  Wi l lpower,
K imber ley  Dreaming,  Dulc i  Be l la  and Margar i ta )  dropped anchor  of f
Wangi  Bay,  NE  of  the  Wangi  Workers  c lub  jetty  to  farewel l  2025,  catch  up
with  f r iends  and enjoy  the  9  pm f i reworks .  Th is  gave  us  a  great  c lose  up
view of  the  show,  whi le  be ing  protected  f rom the  S  to  SE  wind.

Fortunate ly,  the  ‘Market  St .  Café ’  at  Wangi  Workers  c lub  was  open,  so
our  group of  20  was  able  to  enjoy  breakfast  and cof fee  ashore.  I t  was
great  that  crews  f rom Breathe  and 2Dream could  jo in  us  by  road (or
d inghy  in  Ra lph's  case) .

Just  a  note  for  next  t ime,  North  of  the  o ld  power  stat ion  in let  canal
becomes  very  sha l low (<  1 .5m)  very  quick ly  and we saw at  least  one
keelboat  ground i tse l f  that  evening  (not  a  CD vesse l ) .  R ichard  Masson.

New Year’s Eve gathering of the fleet and
spectacular fireworks display. New Year’s
Day breakfast and coffee in the cafe before
heading off home.
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The Annual Australia Day outing took on a somewhat new format this year. Six boats (Jodi, Double
Fun, 2 Dream, Migaloo, About Time and Rio)  sailed to Browns Bay on 25  and anchored overnight
to shelter from a stiff southerly change predicted to come through later in the evening. Members
later gathered on two boats, 2Dream and Double Fun, for sundowners. The southerly did eventuate,
but next morning, crews were able to move up to Murrays Beach and anchor for coffee at the cafe
(now joined by Stoked). After coffee, a brisk sail was enjoyed around Pulbah Island to Styles Point
for a BBQ ashore at 1700. We were joined by Michael and Anne on Saaremaa and Chris and Nikki,
Gordon and Trudi and Nigel and Bernadette who arrived by car.   

th

Coffee at Murrays Beach Cafe.

Enjoying sundowners on 2Dream; Ken, Lisa, Geoff, Libby, Ralph and Angela.

Geoff and Lisa, Fred and Maureen and Libby and Ken at the Australia Day barbeque.

Geoff and Fred shooting the breeze over
the barbeque.
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Some  more photos from the Australia Day weekend outing. Clockwise from above: Gordon and
Trudi; Nikki and Chris; everyone sitting around the circle; Bernadette and Nigel; Ralph and Angela;
Tony and Cath; Richard and Jen and Anne and Michael. Double Fun and Stoked with their flags flying
and Migaloo and Double Fun on their way around Pulbah to Styles Point.
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document  wi l l  not  work .  Contact  Mark  for  fur ther  informat ion.



12



13



14



www.lmyc.com.au

GENERAL MEETINGS - Bridgedeck Room
The General Meetings will start at 7pm in the Bridgedeck room. A table will be booked for
dinner from 5:30pm onwards for those wishing to share a meal prior to the meeting. Our
meetings are a great way to find out what’s happening and to get to know fellow CD members.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
Many thanks this month to: The LMYC for their support for the CD Christmas Party;
Richard and Jen Masson for organising the NYE outing and Ralph and Angela Asquith for
the Australia Day arrangements.
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Contact Detai ls
Executives :
Skipper:     Tony Austin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Secretary:  Richard Masson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Treasurer:  Ralph Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Committee:
Eleanor Cunningham (LMYC Board Rep)
Phi l  Cunningham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ken Archer (Cruiseletter Editor)  . . . . . . . .
Angela Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mark Clements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

0416 266 947
0422 347 875
0409 318 230

0416 258 461
0416 078 461
0428 785 459
0408 479 228
0400 716 756

For  Your  Ca lendar
February:

March:

Apr i l :

Any art i c les  for  the  Cru ise letter  can  be  sent  to  the  Cru ise letter  Ed i tor,  Ken  Archer,
preferab ly  in  MS Word format  at  archerken90@gmai l . com (M:  0428 785  459)  by  25th
of  each  month.
P lease  address  a l l  letters  for  the  Cru is ing  D iv i s ion  to :

LMYC CRUIS ING DIVIS ION
Ada Street

Be lmont  NSW 2280

CRUIS ING DIVIS ION EDITOR

Genera l  Meet ing:  9  t h

Outing:  18th-2  Mar  n d

Genera l  Meet ing:  9th  

Out ing:  13  Marcht h

Outing:  3 -6  Apr i lt h

Genera l  Meet ing:13th

-Guest  Speaker :  Chery l le  Stone;  see
page 3  for  further  informat ion.
-P i ttwater  Cru ise .

-Guest  Speaker :  S imon Turpin ,
Discover  Sa i l ing  Program,  LMYC.
-L i fe  Raft  Demonstrat ion  at  4 :30  pm.
-Lake  Out ing ,  TBA .

-Easter  Out ing ,  TBA .
-Guest  Speaker,  TBA .  


