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Annual General Meeting: 18th May 2026, 7:00 pm; Bridgedeck Room 
                                               Guest Speaker: Simon Turpin, Discover Sailing Program, LMYC.                     

Outing: Port Stephens & Broughton Island Cruise: 8  May -  12  May has been cancelled.rd th

                                               Now a lake cruise starting Friday 8  May.  Ralph Asquith coordinator.th
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LAKE MACQUARIE  YACHT CLUB

Our  beaut i fu l  Lake  Macquar ie
recent ly  taken at  Croudace  Bay  

Vale  B i l l  Ratc l i f f.  Tony  present ing  B i l l  wi th
a  cert i fcate  in  2019 recognis ing  h is  50
Sydney-Hobart  yacht  races  ( see  p .  11) .  



TONY AUSTIN

SKIPPER’S  REPORT
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Best  wishes  and safe  sa i l ing ,
Tony

Note:  CD memberships  are  now due:  Annual  fee  i s  $25  or  $70  for  3  years .  Ra lph  has
sent  out  reminders  to  a l l  members  who are  due to  pay  th is  year.  Th is  i s  a  f ina l  not ice .

Greet ings  fe l low CD members ,

I  would  l i ke  to  thank  Ken Archer  and the  CD committee  for
the i r  ef forts  in  keeping  th ings  running  so  smooth ly  whi l st  Cath
and I  were  away  exp lor ing  Southern  Afr ica .  We had an  amaz ing
t ime v i s i t ing  wi ld l i fe  parks  and  reser ves  across  f ive  countr ies
and wi l l  be  qu i te  happy  to  never  see  another  impala  or  zebra ,
espec ia l ly  f rom behind!
 
We were  a l l  saddened to  hear  that  one  of  our  past  members
passed  away  last  month.  B i l l  Ratc l i f f,  a long  wi th  h is  wi fe  Lee ,
had  been act ive  members  for  many  years  af ter  moving  f rom
Sydney  to  Gwandalan.  B i l l  was  a  very  ser ious  sa i lor  who
competed in  f i f ty  Sydney  to  Hobart  races .  Desp i te  be ing  an
e l i te  racer  he  was  a lways  happy  to  share  h is  knowledge  and
exper ience  and many  of  us  are  gratefu l  for  h i s  gu idance.  On
your  beha l f  we have  passed  on  our  condolences  to  Lee  and the
fami ly.

I t  has  been an  ‘ interest ing ’  t ime on  the  lake  wi th  h igh ly  var iab le  weather,  an  ever-
worsening  problem with  b io-fou l ing  of  our  boat  hu l l s  and  a  somewhat  late  star t  to
our  (hopefu l ly )  last  inter im channel  maintenance  dredg ing  program.  Hopefu l ly  we
wi l l  see  the  ‘permanent ’  dredg ing  program beg in  later  th i s  year.  F ingers  c rossed!!
 
Recent ly,  we have  had  many  members  leav ing  the  lake  to  cru ise  down to  P i ttwater
and Sydney  Harbour  to  en joy  the  magni f i cent  autumn condi t ions .  We have  a l so  had
a  b i t  o f  a  ‘ f i rst ’  for  the  CD with  Ra lph  inv i t ing  severa l  members  to  jo in  h im on  a
pr ivate  cru ise  to  Lord  Howe I s land  and severa l  o f  the  outer  reefs  that  l ie  to  the
north .  Ra lph  and h is  c rew have  safe ly  returned to  the  Lake  and by  a l l  reports  they
had a  fantast ic  t ime.  I t  was  not  wi thout  i t s  cha l lenges  but  everyone thr ived  on  the
exper ience  and we now have  a  much expanded cadre  of  ‘b lue  water ’  sa i lors  who
fee l  competent  to  lead  longer  coasta l  c ru ises .  For  those  who know Ra lph’s
background i t  should  come as  no  surpr i se  that  he  came back  wi th  h is  f r idges
overf lowing  wi th  f resh  f i sh .  The  Mahi  Mahi  was  de l i c ious!
 
Our  next  meet ing  (Monday  18  May)  i s  a  combined Genera l  and  Annual  Genera l
Meet ing .  P lease  do  not  pan ic  –  there  are  no  e lect ions  th is  year  so  i t  safe  to
attend!  We wi l l  have  the  usua l  annual  reports  but  a l so  two guest  speakers  –  S imon
Turp in  ta lk ing  on  the  LMYC Sa i l ing  Program and Ra lph  g iv ing  us  an  out l ine  of  the
Lord  Howe I s land  expedi t ion .  There  wi l l  a l so  be  an  opportun i ty  for  members  to
ra ise  any  i ssues  of  concern  and to  offer  the i r  sug gest ions  for  future  CD act iv i t ies
both  ashore  and on  the  water  so  come a long  and have  a  great  t ime!
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Apr i l  Meet ing ’s  Guest  Speakers  

Unfortunate ly,  our  intended speaker  for  the  evening
was  unable  to  attend,  so  we asked Ph i l  to  g ive  a
short  presentat ion  on  weather  Apps  he  recent ly
looked at ,  and  for  Nata l ie  and  E leanor  (p ic tured)  to
prov ide  a  report  on  the i r  attendance  at  the  Women
Who Sa i l  Austra l ia ’s  Gather ing  on  the  Bay  event  at
Port  S tephens .  A  fu l l  wr i tten  report  was  publ i shed in
the  last  (Apr i l )  ed i t ion  of  the  Cru is letter.

Local Weather Stations

Davis  Weather  Stat ion  at  LMYC 
At  the  Apr i l  genera l  meet ing ,  Ph i l  gave  a  br ief  over v iew of  the  LMYC ’s  Dav is  weather
stat ion  which  i s  located  in  the  star t ing  box  on  the  LMYC mar ina ,  wi th  a  readout  d i sp lay
on the  wal l  to  the  RHS of  the  c lub’s  bar.  Th is  fac i l i ty  i s  probably  not  wel l  know amongst
our  members .  Rea l - t ime data  are  a l so  ava i lab le  f rom a  Dav is  App which  can  be
downloaded on  a  smart  phone.  You  wi l l  have  to  create  an  account  wi th  a  password  to
in i t ia l l y  log  in .  The  in i t ia l  data  wi l l  probably  be  in  Imper ia l  Uni ts .  C l i ck  on  the  person
shaped icon  ( top  RHS of  d i sp lay)  to  set  up  for  your  preferred  un i ts  o f  measurement .

The Davis  weather
stat ion  data  d isp lay  in
the  LMYC c lubhouse;
the  Davis  App and the
f i rst  page  of  data
disp layed on your
phone (be low).

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/current-projects/swansea-channel-dredging
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Marks  Point  Weather  Stat ion.

Another  weather  stat ion  i s  located  at  a  pr ivate  res idence  on  the  top  of  Marks  Po int ,  and  rea l -
t ime weather  informat ion  i s  ava i lab le  f rom th is  stat ion  through the  LMYC webs i te  at :

https ://w w w.lmycmeteo.com.au/template/ indexDesktop.php

The f i rst  page  of  data  f rom th is  webs i te  i s  shown be low.  More  data  are  ava i lab le  on  the  webs i te
by  scro l l ing  down.  (Note:  You  wi l l  have  to  enter  the  webs i te  address ) .

What ’s  Happening  at  LMYC?

Members should be aware that membership renewals for the LMYC are now due. You can pay on-line.
Likewise, membership of the CD is also due for by May. In both cases, you can opt for a 3-year
membership at a discounted rate.
The southern side of the Club’s carpark has been closed for repairs.
A number of LMYC yachts took out prizes in the recent Sail Port Stephens regatta.
Also enter these 2026 dates into your diaries:

Friday 8  May: Trivia Night for LMYC Discover Sailing Centre.th

Tuesday 26  May: LMYC AGM.th

Friday 12  June: Degustation with Crusoes on the Lake.th

Friday 24  July: Christmas in July Long Table Dinner.th

Friday 7  August: Commodore’s Ball, raising funds for Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie.th

Download the  latest  ed i t ions  of  “Forecast”  to  catch  up  with  a l l  the  enterta inment
and  other  act iv i tes  you can  enjoy  at  your  C lub.  
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Safety  Sn ippet
LPG Gas  on  Boats

At  our  March  genera l  meet ing ,  Dean Ga iney  f rom Durable  Gas  Ser v ices ,  gave  a
presentat ion  on  LPG gas  safety  on  boats .  He  subsequent ly  agreed to  part ic ipate  in
an  inspect ion  of  gas  insta l lat ions  on  members  boats .  Th is  was  undertaken on  Apr i l
9  at  the  LMYC mar ina ,  and  6  boats  took  part .  t h

I t  was  te l l ing ,  that  most  of  the  boats  inspected  had  some i ssues  wi th  the i r  gas
insta l lat ions ,  so  i t  i s  a  fa i r  assumpt ion  that  a  reasonable  proport ion  of  boat  owners
in  genera l ,  have  potent ia l ly  unsafe  and/or  non-compl iant  gas  f i tt ings  on  the i r  boats .

These  i ssues  ranged f rom the  need to  rep lace  some spec i f i c  re lat ive ly  minor
f i tt ings ,  to  requi r ing  a  complete  ref i t  o f  the  gas  supply  system to  comply  wi th
Austra l ian  standards  for  the  i ssu ing  of  a  compl iance  cert i f i cate .  Of  part icu lar
concern  was  the  use  of  o ld ,  non-compl iant  regu lators  which  i f  they  mal funct ion,
could  cause  gas  bott le  pressure  at  the  burners .

In  some c i rcumstances ,  ex i st ing  f i tt ings  which  are  acceptab le  in  other  countr ies ,
and may  be  qu i te  safe ,  need to  be  rep laced  for  a  compl iance  cert i f i cate  to  be
issued.

Whi le  some of  the  work  i s  qu i te  expens ive ,  the  potent ia l  consequences  of  a  gas  f i re
i s  not  a  r i sk  worth  tak ing .

A  typ ica l  gas  bott le  f i tt ing  out  d iagram i s  shown be low.
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Lake  Matters
Over v iew of  the  Proposed Dredging  Program for  Swansea  Channel

.

The  poster  shown be low i s  on  d isp lay  at  the  LMYC c lubhouse  and deta i l s  can  a l so  be
found on  the  NSW Government  webs i te  at :
 
https ://w w w.transport .nsw. gov.au/projects/current-projects/swansea-channel -
dredging.  

The fo l lowing  informat ion  has  been sourced  f rom the  webs i te  and a  larger  vers ion  of
the  deta i l s  on  the  poster  are  shown on  the  fo l lowing  page.

Background

Swansea  Channel  connects  Lake  Macquar ie  to  the  Pac i f i c  Ocean and I s  the  on ly
entrance  to  the  popular  boat ing  area  in  the  Hunter  reg ion.  Lake  Macquar ie  i s  twice  the
s ize  of  Sydney  Harbour  and the  largest  sa l twater  lake  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere .

The  h istory  of  Swansea  Channel  ind icates  that  th i s  i s  not  a  natura l  cont inua l ly  open
nav igat iona l  channel  into  Lake  Macquar ie .  S ince  1970 Swansea  Channel  has  been
dredged 24  t imes .

Inter vent ions  such  as  the  construct ion  of  the  Lake  Macquar ie  Entrance  Breakwaters  in
the  late  1800s  were  bu i l t  to  a l low larger  vesse ls  in  for  industry  purposes .Due to  the
dynamic  nature  of  Swansea  Channel  there  wi l l  be  cont inua l  need for  inter vent ions  such
as  dredg ing  to  mainta in  the  channel .

Whi le  there  i s  good access  to  the  lake  for  the  major i ty  of  users  wi th  boats  on  t ra i lers
that  can  launch  f rom one of  the  many  boat  ramps  around the  shore l ine ,  mainta in ing
access  to  the  ocean through the  narrow Swansea  Channel  i s  o f  major  importance  to
recreat iona l  boat ing  in  the  reg ion,  part icu lar ly  c ru is ing  yacht  c lubs .
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Dredge and sand t ransfer  pro ject .

Lake  Macquar ie  C i ty  Counc i l  has  been prov ided $10  mi l l ion  f rom the  Austra l ian
Government  through the  Pr ior i ty  Community  Inf rast ructure  Program to  de l iver  a
dredge  and sand t ransfer  system.  Th is  would  a l low for  more  f requent  and re l iab le
dredg ing  of  Swansea  Channel  and  improve  nav igat ion  and access  to  Lake  Macquar ie .
Transport  for  NSW has  secured  $6  mi l l ion  f rom the  State  Government  f rom the
Boat ing  Inf rast ructure  and Dredg ing  Scheme to  fund operat iona l  costs  of  the  dredge
and sand t ransfer  system for  the  next  f ive  years .

Next  steps

2025 -  Counc i l  has  awarded the  contract  for  the  dredge  and sand t ransfer  system
infrast ructure .

2025 -  Completed  Stage  3  maintenance  dredg ing  campaign.

2025 -  Feedback  on  the  REF  and 10-year  dredg ing  proposa l ,  has  now c losed.

Ear ly  2026 -  T fNSW wi l l  obta in  the  10-year  env i ronmenta l  approva l  and  publ i sh  the
submiss ion  report .

Ear ly  2026 -  Lake  Macquar ie  C i ty  Counc i l  w i l l  manage  the  construct ion  of  dredg ing
Infrast ructure .

Late  Feb  2025 -  Carry  out  our  fourth  maintenance  dredg ing  campaign.
Ear ly  2026 -  publ i sh  the  submiss ions  report  and  obta in  env i ronmenta l  approva l .

Mid  2026 -  S tar t  o f  la rge  dredg ing  campaign  us ing  the  new dredge  and sand t ransfer
inf rast ructure .

Late  2026 -  F in i sh  the  large  dredg ing  campaign.
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The fo l lowing  i s  the  latest  informat ion  f rom Department  of  Transport ’s  webs i te :

Apr i l  2026  –  Start  of  Stage  4  maintenance  dredging.

Maintenance  dredg ing  in  the  Swansea  Channel  wi l l  beg in  late  Apr i l  a f ter  the  long
weekend,  ( subject  to  weather  condi t ions)  wi th  the  NSW Government  cont inu ing  i t s
commitment  to  mainta in ing  safe  and access ib le  water ways  in  the  Swansea  Channel .
Whi le  work  progresses  on  the  new dredge  and Sand Transfer  System Pro ject  we wi l l  carry
out  Stage  4  maintenance  dredg ing  to  keep boats  moving .  Dredg ing  act iv i t ies  wi l l
concentrate  on  the  Dog  Leg  sect ion  of  the  channel ,  wi th  an  est imated  10 ,000  cubic
metres  of  mater ia l  to  be  removed dur ing  Stage  4  and take  about  two months .  The  scope
of  our  work  wi l l  inc lude:

estab l i sh ing  a  temporary  work  s i te  at  the  fo l lowing  locat ions :  E l i zabeth  I s land,
Rathmines  Boat  Ramp,  Naru  Po int  and  on  water
insta l l ing  env i ronmenta l  contro ls  and  a  work  area  on  E l i zabeth  I s land  to  pump dredge
sand to  th is  locat ion
the  dredg ing  operat ion  i t se l f  at  The  Dog  Leg  de l iver ing  about  3  metres  of  water  depth
in  th is  locat ion  (or  -3 .5  Austra l ian  He ight  Datum)
demobi l i s ing  equipment  and restor ing  the  temporary  work  areas  when dredg ing  i s
f in i shed.

For  safety  reasons ,  p lease  stay  away  f rom the  dredg ing  work  area  shown on  the  map.  Our
dredg ing  vesse l  i s  us ing  f loat ing  and under water  p ipes  to  move sand to  E l i zabeth  I s land.
S ince  the  vesse l  moves  da i ly,  the  p ipes  a l so  sh i f t  da i ly.  These  p ipes  may  not  a lways  be
v is ib le ,  so  we urge  a l l  vesse l  operators  in  the  area  to  be  extra  caut ious  or  use  the
a l ternat ive  A i r force  Channel  dur ing  our  work .  

Latest  Informat ion  on  the  Dredging  program.

The very  latest  informat ion  on  the  dredg ing  program i s  that  the  dredge  has  been
placed  in  the  channel  and  i s  be ing  commiss ioned to  beg in  operat ions  very  soon.  Ph i l
Cunningham returned to  the  lake  on  1nd May and reported  that  he  was  fortunate  to
have  a  chat  wi th  the  dredge  operator  whi le  wai t ing  for  Mar ine  Rescue  to  get  them
through the  “Dog  Leg ”  due  to  the  very  low water  leve l  in  the  lake .  He  was  to ld  that
dredg ing  would  commence next  Thursday  7th  May.  In  the  past  the  dredge  has  b locked
the  channel  complete ly  whi l st  operat ing .  Th is  would  probably  mean many  boats  wi l l
not  be  ab le  to  get  in/out  of  the  lake .  I t  i s  not  known i f  they  wi l l  be  work ing  weekends
or  i f  they  wi l l  move  the  dredge  when not  work ing .  NOTE the  advice  above  to  be  extra
caut ious  when navigat ing  near  the  dredge in  the  channel .
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CD Merchandise for Sale:
The CD has  some “MUST HAVE” items for your Club boating needs so avail yourselves of
these most desirable items while stocks last!

For  the  purchase  of  any  i tems,  contact  our  Treasurer
Ralph.  Sh i r ts  can  now be  purchased at  the  LMYC c lub
front  desk ,  and a l l  i tems are  ava i lab le  at  C lub  Meet ings .
You can  now a lso  pay  us ing  your  Credi t  or  Debit  cards .

CD Pennants  $10.

CD Shi r ts :  $30
 or  2  for  $50.

Addit ional  Lake  Matters

The next  LMCC Aquat ic  Ser v ices  Committee  meet ing  wi l l  be  he ld  on  Thursday  21
May.  I f  you  have  matters  that  you  would  l i ke  ra i sed  p lease  contact  Tony  Aust in  or
Ross  Sh i r t ley.

I t  i s  p leas ing  to  see  that  work  on  the  Belmont  Publ ic  Jetty  i s  progress ing  wel l .
Hopefu l ly  i t  w i l l  be  completed  in  the  not  too  d istant  future  as  i t  i s  an  important  lake
resource  –  Mar ine  Rescue  use  i t  to  get  medica l  cases  to  Be lmont  Hosp i ta l ,  v i s i t ing
cru isers  t ie  up  to  access  the  loca l  shops  and the  sewage pump-out  he lps  to  keep our
lake  waters  c lean.

The  Blacksmiths  boat  ramp i s  be ing  upgraded.

The  annual  “F loat-Your-Boat ”  fest iva l  wi l l  aga in  be  he ld  th is  year  over  the  weekend
of  the  winter  so lstace ,  19-20  June.  More  informat ion  i s  ava i lab le  at :
lakemac.com.au/f loat-your-boat .

We st i l l  have  a  few 2026
calendars  for  sa le ,  now at
a  reduced pr ice  of  $5.
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APRIL  EASTER OUTING CRUISE  REPORT

Whi le  the  Easter  long  weekend i s  a lways  a  popular  t ime to  en joy  wi th  fami ly,  we
dec ided to  ho ld  a  short  Easter  Cru ise  for  those  members  wish ing  to  en joy  a  b i t  o f  qu iet
t ime on  the  water.  

With  the  forecast  ind icat ing  south  and SE  winds  a l l  weekend,  the  crews  of  Jod i ,
Breathe,  I s la  Breeze  and K imber ly  Dreaming  anchored in  sunny  (and busy)  Browns  Bay
on the  Fr iday  af ternoon.  A  p leasant  happy  hour  aboard  Jod i  was  fo l lowed by  a  qu iet
n ight  in  the  bay.

Saturday  morn ing  saw the  showers  arr ive  as  per  the  BOM forecast  and  they  just
pers i sted  on  and off  a l l  day.  We managed to  dash  across  to  Breathe  to  en joy  some
morning  tea  and chocolate  wi thout  gett ing  too  sog gy.  The  af ternoon saw us  move the
boats  up  north  in  a  l ight  souther ly  to  Croudace  Bay,  which  was  a l so  pretty  busy.

Whi le  the  forecast  weather  no  doubt  kept  some crews  off  the  water,  our  p lanned d inner
at  Va lent ine  Bowl ing  c lub  was  wel l  attended.  Some e ighteen CD members  ' took  over '
the  bowl ing  c lub  f ront  veranda  area  for  a  very  en joyable  meal  and  soc ia l  t ime.

After  qu i te  a  peacefu l  n ight ,  Sunday  morn ing  showed some promise  wi th  patches  of
b lue  sky.  To  f in i sh  off  the  cru ise ,  c rews  f rom Breathe  and Jod i  en joyed a  (dry! )  wa lk
ashore  to  f ind  some coffee  at  the  Va lent ine  shops .

Good fun  and as  a lways  great  to  catch  up  wi th  CD f r iends .  Thanks  to  a l l  those  who came
along!

R ichard .

Eighteen members  took  over  the  verandah area  at  Va lent ine  Bowl ing  C lub  for  d inner
dur ing  the  Easter  Cru ise .
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Bi l l  Ratc l i f f  passed away on 25  Apr i l ,  aged 90,  fo l lowing  a  short  i l lness  in  Sydney.

B i l l  and h is  wi fe  Lee  would  have  ce lebrated the i r  70th  wedding  anniversary  on  2nd
May and had known each  other  s ince  they  were  15.  They  had f ive  ch i ldren  whom
they  brought  up  in  in  North  Bondi .  Founder  and CEO of  the  bui ld ing  company,  A .E .
Ratc l i f f,  B i l l  bu i l t  luxury  houses  in  the  Eastern  Suburbs .

B i l l  was  a  keen sa i lor  and was  the  veteran  of  50  Sydney-Hobart  Yacht  races .  He  d id
his  f i rst  Hobart  in  1963 on  Don Mick leborough’s  Souther ly.  Throughout  the
inter vening  years  he  sa i led  on  a  var iety  of  yachts .  In  1983,  B i l l  d id  the  f i rst  of  11
Sydney  Hobarts  on  h is  own yacht ,  an  S&S 34  ca l led  Marara.  These  inc luded the
extreme 1984 and 1993 races .  In  the  latter,  B i l l  went  to  the  rescue  of  others  and
f in ished th i rd  overa l l  under  IMS to  win  Div is ion  D.  The  same year  he  became a  Rear
Commodore  of  the  CYCA .

Later  B i l l  bought  the  fami ly  cru is ing  yacht ,  Wistar ie ,  which  was  put  to  good use.  He
and Lee  d id  severa l  t r ips  to  the  Whitsundays  on  the i r  own and cru ised  on  Lake
Macquar ie ,  af ter  leav ing  Sydney  and buying  a  house  at  Gwandalan,  where  they  had
eventual ly  moved.  B i l l  and Lee  were  act ive  members  of  the  Lake  Macquar ie  Yacht
C lub  Cru is ing  Div is ion  and part ic ipated in  many c lub  act iv i t ies  inc luding  the  annual
P i ttwater  cru ises .

B i l l  and Lee  more  late ly  moved to  the  Northern  Beaches  to  be  c loser  to  fami ly.  Our
deepest  sympathies  go  to  those  B i l l  leaves  behind –  wi fe  Lee  and ch i ldren  Jenine,
Paul ,  Katr ina ,  Kr i sten  and Luke  and thei r  fami l ies .

B i l l ’s  funera l  was  he ld  at  11am on Saturday  2  May at  Mona Vale .

Acknowledgement:  Th is  t r ibute  was  taken f rom a  longer  t r ibute  wr i tten  by  Di
Pearson,  CYC of  Austra l ia  which  can  be  sourced at :  
https ://cyca.com.au/vale-aubrey-b i l l -evans-ratc l i f f-2 -1-1936-25-4-2026/.

Vale  Aubrey  “Bi l l ”  Evans   Ratc l i f f
21.1 .1936 -  25 .4 .2026

Bi l l  and Lee  at  Refuge  Bay  on  a  P i ttwater  Cru ise .
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GENERAL MEETINGS - Bridgedeck Room
The General Meetings will start at 7pm in the Bridgedeck room. A table will be booked for
dinner from 5:30pm onwards for those wishing to share a meal prior to the meeting. Our
meetings are a great way to find out what’s happening and to get to know fellow CD members.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

Contact Detai ls
Executives :
Skipper:     Tony Austin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Secretary:  Richard Masson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Treasurer:  Ralph Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Committee:
Eleanor Cunningham (LMYC Board Rep)
Phi l  Cunningham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ken Archer (Cruiseletter Editor)  . . . . . . . .
Angela Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mark Clement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

0416 266 947
0422 347 875
0409 318 230

0416 258 461
0416 078 461
0428 785 459
0408 479 228
0400 716 756

For  Your  Ca lendar
May:

June:

Ju ly :

Any art i c les  for  the  Cru ise letter  can  be  sent  to  the  Cru ise letter  Ed i tor,  Ken  Archer,
preferab ly  in  MS Word format  at  archerken90@gmai l . com (M:  0428 785  459)  by  25th
of  each  month.
P lease  address  a l l  letters  for  the  Cru is ing  D iv i s ion  to :

LMYC CRUIS ING DIVIS ION
Ada Street

Be lmont  NSW 2280

CRUISELET TER EDITOR

GM & AGM*:  18th  May
*Non-  e lect ion  year.

Out ing:  8th  -10th  May

Genera l  Meet ing:  15th
in  Pav i l l ion.

Out ing:  20th  June

Genera l  Meet ing:  13  t h

Outing:

-Meet ing  i s  postponed a  week.
-Guest  Speakers  -  S imon Turpin .  “LMYC
Discover  Sa i l ing  Program”.
Ralph wi l l  a l so  ta lk  about  the i r  Lord
Howe Is land cru ise .
-Note:  Port  Stephens/Broughton I s .
Cru ise  has  been cancel led.  A  lake  cru ise
wi l l  now be  held .  Contact  Ra lph  Asquith .

-Guest  Speaker  -  Damien Boldyrew,
Internat ional  Sa i l ing  Judge  and Umpire .  

-Soup Day

-Guest  speaker  -  TBA .
-Duck  Hole  campf i re .  TBC.
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Many thanks  th is  month  to  R ichard  and Jen  for  running  the  Easter  Cru ise
and to  Nata l ie ,  E leanor  and Phi l  for  f i l l ing  in  at  the  last  moment  as  our
guest  speakers  at  the  Apr i l  meet ing.

2Dream’s  recent  c ru ise  to  Lord  Howe
Is land  -  fu l l  report  next  month.
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	Our beautiful Lake Macquarie recently taken at Croudace Bay
	What’s on this month
	Guest Speaker: Simon Turpin, Discover Sailing Program, LMYC.
	Now a lake cruise starting Friday 8th May.  Ralph Asquith coordinator.
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	SKIPPER’S REPORT
	TONY AUSTIN
	Note: CD memberships are now due: Annual fee is $25 or $70 for 3 years. Ralph has sent out reminders to all members who are due to pay this year. This is a final notice.


	April Meeting’s Guest Speakers
	Local Weather Stations
	The Davis weather station data display in the LMYC clubhouse; the Davis App and the first page of data displayed on your phone (below).
	Marks Point Weather Station.
	https://www.lmycmeteo.com.au/template/indexDesktop.php


	What’s Happening at LMYC?
	Members should be aware that membership renewals for the LMYC are now due. You can pay on-line. Likewise, membership of the CD is also due for by May. In both cases, you can opt for a 3-year membership at a discounted rate.
	The southern side of the Club’s carpark has been closed for repairs.
	A number of LMYC yachts took out prizes in the recent Sail Port Stephens regatta.
	Also enter these 2026 dates into your diaries:
	Friday 8th May: Trivia Night for LMYC Discover Sailing Centre.
	Tuesday 26th May: LMYC AGM.
	Friday 12th June: Degustation with Crusoes on the Lake.
	Friday 24th July: Christmas in July Long Table Dinner.
	Friday 7th August: Commodore’s Ball, raising funds for Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie.
	Download the latest editions of “Forecast” to catch up with all the entertainment and  other activites you can enjoy at your Club.
	Safety Snippet
	LPG Gas on Boats


	Lake Matters
	Overview of the Proposed Dredging Program for Swansea Channel
	https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/current-projects/swansea-channel-dredging.
	Background
	Dredge and sand transfer project.

	April 2026 – Start of Stage 4 maintenance dredging.

	Additional Lake Matters
	CD Merchandise for Sale:
	The CD has  some “MUST HAVE” items for your Club boating needs so avail yourselves of these most desirable items while stocks last!
	CD Pennants $10.
	We still have a few 2026 calendars for sale, now at a reduced price of $5.
	CD Shirts: $30  or 2 for $50.
	For the purchase of any items, contact our Treasurer Ralph. Shirts can now be purchased at the LMYC club front desk, and all items are available at Club Meetings. You can now also pay using your Credit or Debit cards.


	APRIL EASTER OUTING CRUISE REPORT
	Eighteen members took over the verandah area at Valentine Bowling Club for dinner during the Easter Cruise.
	Vale Aubrey “Bill” Evans  Ratcliff 21.1.1936 - 25.4.2026
	www.lmyc.com.au


	GENERAL MEETINGS - Bridgedeck Room
	For Your Calendar
	May:
	June:
	July:
	GM & AGM*: 18th May *Non- election year.
	Outing: 8th -10th May
	General Meeting: 15th in Pavillion.
	Outing: 20th June
	General Meeting: 13th  Outing:
	-Meeting is postponed a week. -Guest Speakers - Simon Turpin. “LMYC Discover Sailing Program”. Ralph will also talk about their Lord Howe Island cruise. -Note: Port Stephens/Broughton Is. Cruise has been cancelled. A lake cruise will now be held. Contact Ralph Asquith.
	-Guest Speaker - Damien Boldyrew, International Sailing Judge and Umpire.
	-Soup Day
	-Guest speaker - TBA. -Duck Hole campfire. TBC.
	THANK YOU!
	Many thanks this month to Richard and Jen for running the Easter Cruise and to Natalie, Eleanor and Phil for filling in at the last moment as our guest speakers at the April meeting.

	CRUISELETTER EDITOR


