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General Meeting: 13th July 2026, 7:00 pm .
                                               Guest Speaker:  Akin Donmez , Ala Dive Services.                                                      

 Outing: Saturday July 17th:  Firepit at the Duck Hole.
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LAKE MACQUARIE  YACHT CLUB

Damien Boldyrew was  our  
June  Guest  Speaker



TONY AUSTIN

SKIPPER’S  REPORT
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Best  wishes  and safe  sa i l ing ,
Tony

Greet ings  fe l low CD members ,

I s  i t  just  me or  i s  there  a  widening  gap  between the  loca l  BOM
forecast  and  what  we actua l ly  see  out  on  the  water?  I  f ind  i t
very  f rustrat ing  as  a  pred ict ion  of  ra in  i s  usua l ly  enough for  me
to  defer  go ing  out  to  the  boat  to  do  externa l  maintenance.  I
th ink  a  good psycholog ist  would  have  a  f ie ld  day  exp lor ing  my
thought  processes  on  th is  one  but  suff i ce  to  say  I  have  been on
the  boat  every  day  th is  week  and much has  f ina l ly  been
achieved.
 
Our  last  meet ing  went  wel l  w i th  a  good winter  attendance.
Damien’s  presentat ion  was  wel l  rece ived  and covered  some very
interest ing  po ints .  Af ter  te l l ing  us  a  b i t  about  the  t r ia l s  and
tr ibu lat ions  of  be ing  one  of  the  top  internat iona l  judges  and
umpires  (one  of  on ly  e ight  in  the  wor ld  and the  on ly  one  in  the
southern  hemisphere! )  he  ta lked  about  the  major  d i f ferences
between cru is ing  and rac ing .  

H is  po int  was  that  both  groups  are  of ten  operat ing  to  tota l ly  d i f ferent  ru les  and
expectat ions .  Whi le  technica l ly  a l l  sa i lors  are  bound by  the  internat iona l  Co l l i s ion
Regulat ions  (COLREGS)  the  rea l i ty  i s  that  racers  do  have  exempt ions  and the i r  pr ior i t ies
are  of ten  markedly  at  var iance  wi th  the i r  c ru is ing  co l leagues .  Racers  make  snap dec is ions
based on  a  myr iad  of  factors  that  are  not  a lways  apparent  to  a  c ru iser  e . g .  the  act ions  of
other  racers  spread  across  the  course .  For  th i s  reason i t  i s  both  courteous  and prudent  for
cru isers  to  avo id  gett ing  anywhere  near  a  f leet  of  rac ing  yachts .  At  the  end of  the  day  we
are  out  there  to  have  fun!
 
The  Soup Day  organ ised  by  Ra lph  and Angela  was  a  great  success  ( see  report  page  7) .  
 
Our  next  meet ing  (Monday  15  Ju ly )  should  be  a  doozy!  Our  guest  speaker  wi l l  be  Ak in
Donmez.  Ak in  i s  a  pass ionate  loca l  commerc ia l  d iver  who spec ia l i ses  in  hu l l  c lean ing
recreat iona l  vesse ls .  He  wi l l  share  some of  h i s  exper iences  wi th  us  and  g ive  us  an
opportun i ty  to  learn  a  b i t  about  what  we can  do  to  get  the  max imum l i fe  out  of  our
expens ive  ant i fou l ing .
 
Our  next  onwater  event  (17-18  Ju ly )  wi l l  be  a  c ru ise  to  the  Duck  Hole  fo l lowed by  a
campf i re  ashore .  Fred  and Maureen have  k ind ly  offered  to  host  th i s  event  and  wi l l  br ing
a long  Fred’s  magica l ,  portab le  f i rep i t .  Don’ t  forget  to  br ing  your  warm c lothes  and
marshmel lows!
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June 15th  Genera l  Meet ing

The Guest  Speaker  at  the  June  15th  Genera l  Meet ing  was  Damien Bo ldyrew who i s  an
internat iona l  sa i l ing  judge  and umpire .  Tony  has  out l ined  aspects  of  h i s  presentat ion  in
h is  Sk ipper ’s  Report .  Some photos  be low are  f rom the  meet ing ,  which  was  he ld  in  the
Pav i l ion .



4

Safety  Sn ippet  -  Be  n ice  to  your  Anchor  Windlass  -  or  e lse!

The art  o f  anchor ing  i s  probably  the  most  important  sk i l l  that  you  can  deve lop  as  a  sa i l ing
cru iser.  I  suspect  that  there  are  not  enough years  in  your  l i fe  to  read  everyth ing  that  has
been wr i tten  about  th i s  ‘ar t ’.  Rather  than  t ry ing  to  d i st i l l  th i s  complex  subject  into  a
d igest ib le  b i te ,  I  on ly  want  to  address  one  important  component  -  stay ing  in  love  wi th  your
anchor  wind lass  (aka  winch) .  Most  modern  cru isers  re ly  exc lus ive ly  on  a  modern  anchor  and
lots  of  cha in .  Th is  makes  sense  -  i t  works  wel l  in  most  s i tuat ions  and lets  you  s leep  soundly
regard less  of  the  anchorage.  Unfortunate ly  cha in  has  a  cost  -  weight!  No sane  sa i lor  wants
to  manhandle  k i los  of  cha in  back  into  the  anchor  wel l  a f ter  a  secure  n ight  in  some exot ic
locat ion.  So  how do we manage  th is  s i tuat ion?  We buy/ insta l l / inher i t  an  e lectr i c  anchor
windlass .  These  dev ices  are  game changers!  But  do  we rea l ly  apprec iate  what  they  do,  or
do  we just  take  them for  granted?  When d id  you  last  th ink  about  your  winch  and g ive  i t  a
ser ious  ser v ice?  Do you rea l ly  know how to  look  af ter  i t  and  make sure  that  i t  i s  st i l l  as
happy  as  the  day  that  i t  was  insta l led?  My winch  would  cost  just  short  o f  $3 ,000  to  rep lace!

L ike  a l l  systems on  your  boat  your  winch  works  best  when i t  has  had  a  b i t  o f  TLC.  Idea l ly
you wi l l  f lush  i t  wi th  f resh  water  af ter  every  cru ise  and you wi l l  even  do  an  annual  bas ic
ser v ice  -  break  down the  capstan  and cha in  st r ipper,  wash  and c lean  a l l  c lutch  components
and cover  a l l  interna l  components  wi th  a  mar ine  grade  grease  before  re-assembly.  You
should  a l so  v i sua l ly  inspect  the  gearbox  and motor  a long  wi th  the  e lectr i ca l  contacts  and
switches .  Most  winces  have  sea led  gearboxes  but  some do  requi re  per iod ic  o i l  changes .
Hopefu l ly  your  system was  insta l led  by  a  profess iona l  and  you have  a  su i tab le  c i rcu i t
breaker  (NOT FUSE) ,  an  i so lat ion  switch  and a  means  of  power ing  i t  up  and down.  Idea l ly
you have  a  swi tch  at  the  he lm for  short-handed sa i l ing  and a  method you can  use  on  the
foredeck .  I  have  a  wire less  remote  contro l ler  that  g ives  me tota l  contro l  when t ry ing  to
retr ieve  a  snag ged anchor.  A l l  c rew members  need to  be  aware  of  the  locat ion  of  the  c i rcu i t
breaker  as  los ing  contro l  o f  the  winch  can  be  a  tad  st ressfu l  when you need to  vacate  an
anchorage  in  a  hurry.

Whi le  the  pu l l ing  power  of  your  winch  may  be  very  impress ive ,  the  rea l i ty  i s  that  a  wind lass
i s  not  des igned to  take  the  fu l l  load  of  your  vesse l  under  extreme condi t ions .  My Muir
VRC1250 i s  des igned for  kee lboats  in  the  11-13m range.  I t  i s  rated  at  a  max imum load  of
621kg  and a  work ing  load  of  207kg.  My cat  weighs  4 .5  tonnes!  For  th i s  reason we need to
protect  the  winch  f rom shock  loads  that  cou ld  resu l t  in  s ign i f i cant  damage.  My sug gest ions
are :

1 .  A lways  secure  the  anchor  cha in  wi th  a  snubber  or  br id le  to  take  the  load  off  the  winch
2.  Don’ t  use  the  winch  drum/capstan  as  a  st rong  po int  for  towing  the  vesse l
3 .  Don’ t  use  the  winch  to  drag  the  vesse l  for ward  as  you  retr ieve  the  anchor
4 .  Don’ t  use  the  anchor  winch  to  break  an  anchor  f ree  f rom the  bottom -  lock  off  the  cha in
and use  the  buoyancy  of  the  hu l l ( s )  or  eng ine  power  to  break  f ree .

Idea l ly  you  wi l l  use  your  eng ine(s )  to  move the  boat  over  the  anchor  cha in  as  i t  i s  ret r ieved
thus  l imi t ing  the  load  to  the  weight  of  the  cha in  hang ing  in  the  water  co lumn.  I f  you  loose
your  winch  you have  to  have  an  a l ternat ive  p lan  to  get  the  anchor ing  gear  back  onboard.  I f
the  cha in  i s  too  heav y  to  l i f t  by  hand you can  use  a  genoa  winch  but  you  need to  have  a
p lan.  Drag g ing  cha in  across  you  deck  i s  OK in  a  rea l  emergency  but  i t  wi l l  do  damage.  An
a l ternat ive  i s  to  use  a  ha lyard  l ine  and winch  the  cha in  up  the  mast  thus  keeping  c lear  of
the  deck .  The  cha in  can  then be  locked off  by  a  snubber,  cha in  hook  or  running  h i tch  and
the  process  repeated  as  the  cha in  i s  lowered into  the  locker  .  

In  conc lus ion,  g ive  your  anchor  winch  a  b i t  o f  TLC  and he/she  should  ser ve  you wel l  for
many  decades .  (See  p ic ture  next  page) .

Tony
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CD Merchandise for Sale:

The CD has  some “MUST HAVE” items for your Club boating needs so avail yourselves of
these most desirable items while stocks last!

For  the  purchase  of  any  i tems,  contact  our  Treasurer
Ralph.  Sh i r ts  can  now be  purchased at  the  LMYC c lub
front  desk ,  and a l l  i tems are  ava i lab le  at  C lub  Meet ings .
You can  now a lso  pay  us ing  your  Credi t  or  Debit  cards .

CD Pennants  $10.

CD Shi r ts :  $30
 or  2  for  $50.

Personalise your shirts:   If you would like to put your boat’s name or some other insignia
on your shirts, Ralph can also provide details as to where this can be done.
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Lake  Matters
On Fr iday  12  June  Yasmin  Cat ley  (Min ister  for  the  Hunter )  he ld  a  press  conference
formal ly  announc ing  the  10-year  approva l  for  the  Swansea  Channel  dredg ing  program.
Funding  has  been conf i rmed for  the  next  f i ve  years  and  once  the  dredge  and sand
dist r ibut ion  system have  been commiss ioned,  they  wi l l  be  handed over  to  NSW Mar i t ime
to  manage.  The  commitment  i s  to  widen the  channel  to  60m and mainta in  a  channel
depth  of  2 .7m or  greater.  Th is  i s  great  news,  and  we look  for ward  to  see ing  the  dredge
start  work  over  the  next  few months .

Fo l lowing  a  recent  meet ing  between the  representat ives  of  the  Hunter  Reg ion  Spec ia l
Interest  Group for  Moor ings  and the  Min ister  for  Roads  and Reg iona l  Transport ’s  ch ief  o f
staff  we have  been inv i ted  to  prov ide  a  ‘wi tness '  to  the  NSW par l iamentary  Se lect
Committee  on  Access  Restr ic t ions  to  Publ i c  Lands  and Water ways .  Th is  wi l l  take  p lace  on
Fr iday  3  Ju ly  in  Sydney.  Th is  i s  an  exce l lent  opportun i ty  to  h igh l ight  the  complex i t ies  of
the  current  moor ing  a l locat ion  system and the  problems that  we are  exper ienc ing  here
on Lake  Macquar ie .
 
Work  on  Be lmont  Jetty  cont inues  at  an  impress ive  pace  a l though the  contractors  fa i led  to
make the  proposed opening  date  of  18  June.  The  on ly  major  work  remain ing  i s  the
insta l lat ion  of  the  sewage pump out  system (see  photo  be low) .  
 
Last  week  Min ister  Cat ley  a l so  announced that  NSW Mar i t ime had approved $7.5  mi l l ion
for  remediat ion  of  the  channel  seawal l  at  Swansea  ad jacent  to  the  br idge.  Th is  wi l l
hopefu l ly  restore  the  foreshore  to  i t s  or ig ina l  condi t ion  and open i t  up  for  publ i c  access
af ter  be ing  c losed  for  f i ve  years .
 
F ina l ly,  the  ‘F loat  your  Boat ’  fest iva l  has  come and gone.  There  was  an  exce l lent  turn  out
th is  year  wi th  22  vesse ls  in  the  parade.  The  d isp lays  were  very  impress ive  and the  publ ic
rea l ly  apprec iated  the  efforts  o f  the  part ic ipat ing  sk ippers .  The  on ly  ‘oops ’  occurred
when a  part ic ipat ing  vesse l  managed to  tang le  wi th  an  empty  moor ing  l ine  off  the
Valent ine  boat  ramp.  I t  was  not  ab le  to  get  f ree  unt i l  the  fo l lowing  morn ing  and there  i s
now a  very  new moor ing  apparatus  mark ing  the  p lace!

Partially completed Belmont jetty taken  12  Juneth
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The Famous  Annual  Soup Day  Out ing  -  20th  June
One of the historical highlights of the CD year is the Annual Soup Day. Held in winter it is a great
excuse to get together with friends and enjoy a wide range of soups. To the best of my
knowledge no-one has ever suffered a permanent harm and it usually results in plans for dinner
being cancelled. Our hosts for the event, Ralph and Angela, did a great job in choosing the
venue and arranging the weather. 
 
Four vessels (2Dream, Double Fun, Isla Breeze and Renaissance) anchored off Thomas Halton
Park (Croudace Bay) while the crews of Jodi, Equinox, Beyond Cool, and Xanadu arrived by car.
The group quickly ‘claimed’ the large shelter shed that was perfect for the task. The weather was
excellent for nice hot soup and there was much discussion as to who had brought what. Ralph
very kindly delegated the judging of the soups and yet again the Skipper was thrown into the
deep end. Judging was extremely challenging as there was quite a range of different styles and
flavours. After much deliberation (and unfortunately no bribery!) the winner was Richard and
Jennifer (Jodi) with their Prawn and Fish Seafood Bisque. Congratulations to the winners and a
big ‘Thank You’ to all the other contestants. I very much doubt that anyone went home hungry! 
 
Just before we packed up to leave, we saw something very unusual. Graham had forsaken his
usual 50HP on his tender for a pair of oars. He and Linda decided to share the workload which
resulted in some very interesting manoeuvres. I suggest that they should sing some sea shanties
to keep them in time, but it sounded more like an attempt at opera! Despite this lack of rhythm
they did make it safely back to their boat! (See photo on front cover).

Tony
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Annual  Soup Day  Out ing  -  20th  June



JULY:
13 :  Genera l  Meet ing.  Guest  Speaker  -  Ak in  Donmez,  ALA
Dive  Ser v ices .

t h

17 :  Out ing:  Duck  Hole  campf i re .  Coordinator  Fred  and
Maureen.

t h

AUGUST:
10 :  Genera l  Meet ing:  Guest  Speaker  -  TBA .t h

15 :  Out ing:  Tea  Gardens  ferry  f rom Nelsons  Bay.
Coordinator  -  E leanor  Cunningham.

t h

SEPTEMBER:
14 :  Genera l  Meet ing:  Guest  Speaker  -  TBC.t h

5 :   Out ing:  LMYC Sa i l  Past  -  TBC.t h

www.lmyc.com.au

GENERAL MEETINGS - Bridgedeck Room
The General Meetings will start at 7pm in the Bridgedeck room. A table will be booked for
dinner from 5:30pm onwards for those wishing to share a meal prior to the meeting. Our
meetings are a great way to find out what’s happening and to get to know fellow CD members.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

Contact Detai ls
Executives :
Skipper:     Tony Austin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Secretary:  Richard Masson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Treasurer:  Ralph Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Committee:
Eleanor Cunningham (LMYC Board Rep)
Phi l  Cunningham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ken Archer (Cruiseletter Editor)  . . . . . . . .
Angela Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mark Clement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Steve Meisenhelter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Natal ie Meisenhelter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

0416 266 947
0422 347 875
0409 318 230

0416 258 461
0416 078 461
0428 785 459
0408 479 228
0400 716 756
0413 368 232
0410 649 543

For  Your  Ca lendar

Any art i c les  for  the  Cru ise letter  can  be  sent  to  the  Cru ise letter  Ed i tor,  Ken  Archer,
preferab ly  in  MS Word format  at  archerken90@gmai l . com (M:  0428 785  459)  by  25th
of  each  month.
P lease  address  a l l  letters  for  the  Cru is ing  D iv i s ion  to :

LMYC CRUIS ING DIVIS ION
Ada Street

Be lmont  NSW 2280

CRUISELET TER EDITOR
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A special thanks to Tony this month for all his contributions to the Cruiseletter.  Also to
Ralph and Angela for organising the Soup Day Outing.
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