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General Meeting: 10th August 2026, 7:00 pm; Bridgedeck Room.
                                               Guest Speaker:  Discussion on Crossing Bars.                                                              

 Outing: Saturday 15  August: Lunch at Tea Gardens via Ferry from Nelsons Bay.th
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LAKE MACQUARIE  YACHT CLUB

Pictures  are  f rom the  Ju ly  out ing
 to  the  Duckhole .



TONY AUSTIN

SKIPPER’S  REPORT
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Best  wishes  and safe  sa i l ing ,
Tony

Greet ings  fe l low CD members ,

I f  you  are  l i ke  me your  boat  i s  probably  fee l ing  a  tad  neg lected.
Desp i te  mak ing  many  reso lut ions  for  th i s  year  to  be  a  major
maintenance  opportun i ty  i t  has  not  qu i te  turned out  that  way.
How come ret i rement  i s  so  busy????

Cath  and I  were  ab le  to  get  out  for  the  F i res ide  Cru ise  down to
the  Duck  Hole .  Desp i te  the  rather  depress ing  weather  that
greeted  us  on  Saturday  morn ing ,  th ings  d id  improve  and by  the
t ime we went  ashore  we had 9  boats  anchored  off  B i rd  Cage
Point .  F red’s  home bui l t  f i rep i t  worked i t s  magic  and  everyone
had a  fantast ic  t ime.  Th is  c ru ise  needs  to  be  bo l ted  in  as  an
annual  event!

Our  genera l  meet ings  cont inue  to  go  wel l  a lbe i t  many  of  our
regu lar  attendees  have  been away  over  the  past  few months .  The
Ju ly  meet ing  was  a  l i tt le  b i t  d i f ferent  wi th  our  guest  speaker
(Ak in  Donmez)  br ing ing  a long  h is  partner,  h i s  s i ster  and  severa l
f r iends .  They  jo ined  us  for  d inner  and even stayed for  the  whole
meet ing .  Now that  i s  loya l ty,  but  once  you have  met  Ak in  you  wi l l  

Hopefu l ly  you  wi l l  rea l ly  en joy  our  August  program.  Instead  of  a  guest  speaker  we
have  adopted  a  theme for  the  month  –  How to  safe ly  c ross  a  bar.  Ken  has  wr i tten  a
great  ar t i c le  for  th i s  Cru ise letter  and  we wi l l  have  a  Panel  D iscuss ion  f rom people
who have  ‘been there ,  done that ’.  I  am sure  that  even the  most  exper ienced coasta l
sa i lor  wi l l  learn  a  few va luable  t r i cks .

The  i ssue  of  mandatory  CD boat  audi ts  has  been a  content ious  top ic  for  some years .
The  committee  has  been rev iewing  the  matter,  and  a  proposa l  has  been submitted
to  the  LMYC Board  for  the i r  cons iderat ion.  Hopefu l ly  we wi l l  have  an  agreed way
ahead before  the  star t  o f  the  next  sa i l ing  season.

F ina l ly,  the  committee  i s  very  keen to  make  sure  that  the  programs that  we offer
best  meet  the  needs  of  our  members .  G iven  the  wide  range  of  sk i l l s ,  exper ience  and
asp i rat ions  of  our  members  we are  keen to  get  feedback  f rom as  many  crews  as
poss ib le .  We have  done sur veys  in  the  past ,  but  sample  s i zes  were  smal l  and  main ly
came f rom our  most  act ive  members .  Most  were  happy  wi th  how th ings  are  go ing
but  we d id  not  rea l ly  hear  f rom those  who would  l i ke  to  see  someth ing  d i f ferent .
P lease  share  your  thoughts/sug gest ions  wi th  any  member  of  the  committee .

understand.  He  rea l ly  i s  a  gent leman!  Ak in ’s  presentat ion  was  great  –  I  th ink  most
of  us  were  very  surpr i sed  to  learn  how comprehens ive ly  he  checks  out  our
under water  hu l l s ,  props  and f i tt ings .  I f  you  need any  under water  work  done on  your
boat ,  then  Ak in  i s  your  man!
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CD Merchandise for Sale:
The CD has  some “MUST HAVE” items for your Club boating needs so avail yourselves of
these most desirable items while stocks last!

For  the  purchase  of  any  i tems,
contact  our  Treasurer  Ra lph.  Sh i r ts
can  now be  purchased at  the  LMYC
club  f ront  desk ,  and a l l  i tems are
avai lab le  at  C lub  Meet ings .  You
can now a lso  pay  us ing  your  Credi t
or  Debit  cards .CD Pennants  $10.

CD Shi r ts :  $30
 or  2  for  $50.

Personalise your shirts:   If you would like to put your boat’s name or some other insignia
on your shirts, Ralph can also provide details as to where this can be done.

Ralph  gave  a  safety  ta lk  on  “Heav y
Weather  Sa i l ing ”.

Tony  presents  an  annual  donat ion  to
Mar ine  Rescue’s  member  Ross  Sh i r t ley.  

Cruis ing  Div is ion  Genera l  Meet ing  -13  Ju ly  2026t h

The C lub’s  Genera l  Meet ing  was  he ld  on  Monday  13  Ju ly  wi th  23  members  and 6
v is i tors  in  attendance.  Most  of  the  v i s i tors  came to  support  the  Guest  Speaker,  Mr  Ak in
Donmez,  who gave  a  presentat ion  on  h is  hu l l  c lean ing  bus iness  ( see  separate  report
be low) .

t h

A presentat ion  of  a  c lub  f lag  and sh i r t  was  made to  our  new member  Chr i s  Burgess .

I t  was  a l so  announced that  the  Ivan  I r win  Lake  Cru ise  wi l l  be  he ld  on  the  3rd-9  of
October  wi th  Ph i l  and  E leanor  in  charge  once  aga in!

t h

Next  month’s  guest  speaker  s lot  at  the  meet ing  wi l l  be  a  d i scuss ion  on  cross ing  bars ,  so
p lease  have  a  read  through the  ar t i c le  on  th is  subject  be low.

A presentat ion  was  a l so  made to  Mar ine  Rescue  by  Tony  to  MRLM’s  representat ive ,  Ross
Sh i r t ley.  

A  ta lk  was  was  a l so  g iven  on  heav y  weather  sa i l ing  by  Ra lph  Asqui th .



4

Guest  Speaker  at  Ju ly  Meet ing  -  13th  Ju ly  2026

Akin  g iv ing  h is  presentat ion  at  the
meet ing.

The guest  speaker  at  our  Ju ly  meet ing  was  Ak in  Donmez.  Ak in  i s  the  owner/operator  of
ALA Dive  Ser v ices  and  spec ia l i ses  in  hu l l  c lean ing  commerc ia l  and  recreat iona l  vesse ls .
Ak in  i s  wel l  known to  many  CD members  as  he  has  been offer ing  h is  hu l l  c lean ing  and
under water  ser v ic ing  here  on  Lake  Mac  for  the  past  year.  Ak in  comes  f rom a  fami ly  of
commerc ia l  d ivers  (h i s  father  i s  a  d iver  and  Ak in  got  h i s  commerc ia l  d ive  t i cket  at  the  age
of  15  in  h i s  nat ive  Turk iye) .  He  remains  pass ionate  about  a l l  facets  of  d iv ing .  Ak in
spec ia l i ses  in  hu l l  c lean ing  and offers  a  h igh ly  profess iona l  ser v ice  that  goes  wel l  beyond
just  scrap ing  stuff  o ff  hu l l s .  

Double  Fun’s  hul l  c leaned f rom th is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .to  th is !
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Sydney Boat  Show

Steve  and Nata l ie  Meisenhel ter,  Ange la  and I  attended the  Sydney  Boat  Show.
 
Af ter  p ick ing  up  some f ree  Pantaenius  Caps  and hav ing  a  f lutter  on  the  mar i t ime
chocolate  wheel  we got  down to  some ser ious  boat  shopping .  Thought  about  putt ing  a
depos i t  on  a  new “shark”  tender  unt i l  I  had  a  look  at  the  pr ice!  

On a  more  ser ious  note  we had a  d i scuss ion  wi th  the  mar i t ime representat ive  who stated
that  a l l  vesse ls  carry ing  fue l  ( inc lud ing  tenders )  must  now carry  a  f i re  ext ingu isher.  We
pointed  out  th i s  was  not  in  the  handbook  nor  on  the  s igns  that  they  were  d isp lay ing ,  but
he  ins i sted  that  i t  i s  a  regu lat ion  that  they  are  now educat ing  the  boat ing  publ ic  on  and
wi l l  be  i ssu ing  f ines  i f  not  compl ied  wi th .  We wi l l  check  th is  wi th  other  mar i t ime sources
to  conf i rm.  

Overa l l  we  were  d isappointed  wi th  the  boat  show as  i t  has  been moved f rom Dar l ing
Harbour  to  the  Olympic  show ground and therefore  on ly  t ra i ler  boats  are  be ing  d isp layed
rather  than  the  yachts  etc  that  were  part  o f  prev ious  years  shows.

Ralph.
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Lake  Matters

Whats  Happening  at  LMYC

LMYC Wedding  Open Day  -  16  August  f rom 10  am -2  pm.

Shesa i l s  Regatta  at  NCYC -  29  & 30th  August .

LMYC Open Day  -  Saturday  5  September.t h

The theme for  the  day  i s  your  favor i te  Superhero.  Pr i zes  wi l l  be  g iven  for  “Best
Dressed  Boat ”  and “Best  Dressed  Crew ”.  The  CD jo ins  in  the  fun,  so  get  your
boat  and crew dressed  up  for  a  sa i lpast ,  and  later  fest iv i t ies  -  deta i l s  to  be
announced.

Vis i t  the  LMYC webs i te  for  more  informat ion.

New dredge being  assembled at  Rathmines .

The commiss ion ing  of  the  new dredge  and sand d ist r ibut ion  system for  Swansea  Channel  are
progress ing  smooth ly.  The  contractor  (B i rdon)  has  three  work  s i tes  ashore  in  Marks  Po int
and the  p ipe l ine  i s  be ing  assembled.  I t  i s  expected  that  dredg ing  of  the  channel  wi l l
commence as  soon as  the  commiss ion ing  process  has  been completed.  I t  i s  a l l  very  exc i t ing!
 
Be lmont  Jetty  has  f ina l ly  opened and promises  to  be  an  exce l lent  fac i l i ty  for  boaters
want ing  to  access  the  Be lmont  Shopping  Centre  or  Be lmont  Hosp i ta l .  The  jetty  i s  f i tted  wi th
a  new sewage pump-out  system that  uses  the  latest  technology.  Hopefu l ly  i t  w i l l  prove  to  be
a  re l iab le  and easy  to  use  system thus  encourag ing  boaters  to  ‘do  the  r ight  th ing ’  rather
than dump the i r  waste  overboard  whi l st  under way.  P lease  note  the  ye l low buoys  ad jacent  to
the  jetty  –  they  des ignate  sens i t ive  seagrass  areas  so  p lease  do  not  anchor  or  use  h igh
eng ine  thrust  when manoeuvr ing  near  the  jetty.
 
The  i ssue  of  sewage pump outs  for  boats  comes  up  regu lar ly  at  the  LMCC Aquat ic  Ser v ices
Committee  meet ings .  The  law i s  very  c lear  –  i t  i s  i l lega l  for  any  vesse l  to  pump out  any
sewage into  Lake  Macquar ie  regard less  of  how much i t  has  been t reated  or  processed.  A l l
vesse ls  wi th  a  f i xed  to i let  must  have  a  ‘b lack  water ’  ho ld ing  tank  and must  use  an  approved
shore-based pump out .  The  quest ions  that  ar i se  are :  Do  we have  enough pump outs  on  the
lake ,  i s  the  d ist r ibut ion  appropr iate ,  are  they  access ib le  and  do  they  work?  I  would  very
much apprec iate  CD members  shar ing  the i r  exper iences  wi th  me a long  wi th  the i r
sug gest ions  for  improvement .

Tony
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Safety  for  Yachts  Cross ing  Coasta l  Bars  

Cross ing  a  coasta l  bar  i s  one  of  the  most  demanding  and potent ia l ly  dangerous  manoeuvres
a  yacht  sk ipper  can  undertake.  NSW bars  have  espec ia l ly  c la imed vesse ls  and  l i ves  desp i te
advances  in  nav igat ion  and safety  equipment .  Vesse ls  can  be  swamped,  damaged or
wrecked even in  condi t ions  that  appear  manageable  f rom shore .

A  coasta l  bar  forms  where  ocean swel l  meets  sha l low sandbanks  at  the  entrance  to  r ivers ,
lakes  and estuar ies .  The  interact ion  between t ide ,  swel l ,  w ind  and current  can  create  steep
break ing  seas ,  standing  waves  and unpredictab le  channels .  Condi t ions  can  change  wi th in
hours  — somet imes  wi th in  minutes .
 
In  h i s  book  “Cru is ing  the  NSW Coast ”,  A lan  Lucas  l i st s  a l l  the  Ports  and  Anchorages  in  NSW,
and descr ibes  a l l  those  which  have  bars  to  cross .  Whi le  most  are  nav igab le ,  many  can  be
regarded as  dangerous  and should  be  avo ided un less  abso lute ly  necessary  to  cross .
Accord ing  to  the  exper ience  of  Cru is ing  D iv i s ion  members  who have  persona l  knowledge  of
bar  c ross ings  a long  the  NSW coast ,  the  fo l lowing  bars/ports  are  cons idered  the  safest  to
cross  or  enter  go ing  north :  Newcast le ,  Port  S tephens ,  Broughton I s land,  Laur ieton,  Coffs
Harbour  and the  C larence  R iver  (Yamba,  I luka) .  The  best  adv ice  for  our  CD members  i s  to
seek  the  knowledge  of  fe l low members  who have  exper ience  cross ing  part icu lar  bars .  

As  the  more  su i tab le  bars  for  c ross ing  can  be  some d istance  apart ,  th i s  may  requi re
overn ight  passages  between these  safer  c ross ings .

Why Coasta l  Bars  Are  Dangerous
Bars  are  dynamic  env i ronments .  Sandbanks  sh i f t  regu lar ly,  channels  move af ter  storms,  and
swel l  d i rect ion  can  complete ly  a l ter  wave  behav iour.  Even  exper ienced sk ippers  can  be
caught  out .  The  greatest  dangers  inc lude:

Break ing  waves  capable  of  ro l l ing  or  p i tch-po l ing  a  yacht .  
S t rong  ebb currents  oppos ing  ocean swel l .  
Winds  oppos ing  t ida l  f low.
Sha l low water  and  moving  sandbanks .  
Loss  of  steer ing  or  propuls ion  in  c r i t i ca l  areas .  
Reduced manoeuvrab i l i ty  in  fo l lowing  seas .  
Conf l i c t  wi th  other  vesse ls  or  water  users  ( sur fers ,  swimmers ,  kayaks  etc ) .
Pan ic  dec is ions  such  as  turn ing  broads ide  mid-cross ing .

Preparat ion  Before  Cross ing  a  Bar
Study  Condit ions  Thoroughly.  Preparat ion  beg ins  wel l  before  leav ing  the  mar ina ,  obta in ing
loca l  knowledge  before  attempt ing  any  cross ing .  Exper ienced sk ippers  obser ve  a  bar  f rom
shore  pr ior  to  the  voyage  or  f rom the  water  wel l  before  cross ing ,  espec ia l ly  af ter  weather
events  or  long  per iods  away  f rom the  area .  A  prudent  sk ipper  should  check :

Swel l  he ight ,  d i rect ion  and per iod.
T ide  t imes  and loca l  over- run.
The  presence  of  any  cross  currents  to  avo id  be ing  drag ged onto  breakwater  wal l s .
Wind d i rect ion  and st rength .  
Loca l  bar  camera  footage.  
Recent  reports  f rom loca l  operators .  
Mar ine  Rescue  NSW adv ice .  

Time the  Cross ing  Correct ly .  
The  safest  t ime to  cross  i s  genera l ly  on  an  incoming  ( f lood)  t ide .  An  outgo ing  (ebb)  t ide
oppos ing  incoming  swel l  produces  short ,  steep  and dangerous  standing  waves .  Boat ing
guidance  spec i f i ca l ly  warns  aga inst  c ross ing  on  an  ebb t ide  whenever  poss ib le .  A lan  Lucas
a lso  po ints  out  that  an  ebb t ide  f low may occur  for  as  long  as  four  hours  af ter  low t ide
data  (over- run) .  He  a l so  sug gests  that  when in  doubt  about  the  condi t ions  on  a  bar,  wa i t
unt i l  the  fourth  hour  of  a  r i s ing  t ide  to  ensure  that  the  f low i s  running  into  the  r iver.  



Likewise, winds blowing against tidal flow can cause increase in wave heights and standing waves. For yachts,
which are heavier and less responsive than trailer boats, timing is especially critical because acceleration options
are limited once committed.

Know Your Yacht’s Limitations. 
Not all yachts are suitable for all bars. Factors affecting bar-crossing capability include: 

draft, engine reliability, 
power-to-weight ratio, 
rudder size and authority, 
hull form, 
visibility from the helm and crew experience.

Deep-keeled yachts can struggle in shallow shifting channels. Heavy displacement vessels may respond slowly in
breaking seas. Mechanical reliability becomes paramount because losing propulsion in the impact zone can quickly
become catastrophic. Even seasoned operators can be overwhelmed if mechanical failure occurs at the wrong
moment. Rudder size/authority is another issue which can affect steerage capability especially over waves.

Before approaching the bar: 
Ensure every person aboard is wearing a lifejacket when crossing a coastal bar. In NSW, it is against the law not to
wear a lifejacket when crossing bars. Also,

Secure all loose gear. 
Close hatches and insert companionway washboards.
Ensure cockpit drains are clean. 
Brief crew on procedures. 
Assign lookout responsibilities. 

Techniques for Crossing Bars
Observe Before Committing. Never rush directly into a bar crossing. Watch wave patterns carefully and identify
the deepest channel, areas of least breaking activity, timing between larger sets and escape routes if conditions
deteriorate. 

Maintain positive control. Once committed, a skipper should continue the crossing rather than attempting
dangerous mid-bar turns. Whether going out or coming in cross with an incoming tide. Avoid an outgoing tide as
dangerous waves are more likely. Once you start crossing, keep going. Turning around in the middle of a bar
increases the risk of being swamped or rolled.

When going  out :
Keep the bow square to approaching seas and take the waves head on.
Avoid hitting waves at high speed to limit pitching.
Approach waves relatively slowly, especially breaking waves, but use enough throttle to maintain steerage.
Speed up through flat spots.
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If it is safe to come in:
Pick the spot with least wave activity to avoid launching off wave crests. 
Observe and keep in line with any lead marks.
Position vessel on the back of a swell and maintain speed to avoid overtaking and running down the face of
the wave while staying ahead of waves behind.
Prevent the stern from being lifted sideways. 
Maintain enough speed for steering control. 
Accelerate smoothly through white water.
Use engine in reverse to prevent unwanted acceleration on wave front.
Beware of steep waves bouncing back off the entrance sea walls or shore. 

A yacht should never allow breaking seas to strike broadside. Use the “Lull”. Experienced skippers often wait for a
lull between larger wave sets before crossing. Timing can dramatically reduce exposure to breaking water.

The Importance of Local Knowledge.
Every NSW coastal bar behaves differently. Local operators frequently stress that bars can change shape weekly.
First-time skippers should ideally:

Cross with an experienced local. 
Follow a local vessel where safe. 
Study bar camera footage regularly.
Build experience gradually in benign conditions. 
Do not make decisions of desperation. Staying at sea may be the safest option.

Decision-Making Saves Lives
Marine Rescue NSW promotes a simple principle: “Plan, Prepare, Proceed.” For yacht skippers, that often means
accepting that delaying a crossing is the safest and most professional decision available. The most important safety
tool is judgment. Many bar incidents occur because skippers feel pressured to return home, underestimate swell
conditions, overestimate vessel capability, continue after conditions worsen and ignore mechanical warning signs. 
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When coming back in if safe to do so. Inbound crossings are often more difficult because yachts may surf on
following seas. If unsure:

Wait for conditions to improve.
Wait for tide to change; it is always best to come in on a flood (incoming) tide.
Seek an alternative crossing elsewhere. 

Ra lph  and crew on “2Dream” cross ing  an  unusua l ly  rough bar  into  Lake
Macquar ie  Channel  ear l ier  th i s  year  af ter  return ing  f rom Lord  Howe I s land.
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Cross ing  the  Bar  into  Lake  Macquar ie  Channel

The bar  at  the  channel  i s  genera l ly  not  a  major  concern  as  the  sea  swel l ,  part i cu lar ly  f rom
the southeast ,  i s  o f ten  protected  by  Moon I s land.  However,  i t  can  st i l l  get  rough i f  w inds ,
waves  and t ides  are  unfavourab le ,  as  descr ibed  above.  There  i s  a l so  a  “coa l  seam” at  the
bar  which  can  get  sha l low at  low t ides  and in  the  t roughs  of  waves .  When approach ing  the
bar  f rom the  seas ide ,  lead  marks  ( leads)  des ignate  the  safest  l ine  of  approach  for  the
deepest  part  o f  the  channel .  A  second set  of  leads  s i tuated  on  the  southern  bank  of  the
channel  ind icate  where  to  cross  the  channel  to  enter  the  deepest  sect ion  of  the  channel
a long  the  northern  s ide  heading  towards  the  br idge.  The  channel  a l so  has  a  bar  camera
which  can  be  accessed  on  the  internet .  Lucas  sug gests  that  when negot iat ing  the  bar  in
poor  condi t ions  of  wind  and swel l ,  do  not  enter  unt i l  the  f i f th  hour  of  a  r i s ing  or  f lood
t ide .  He  ind icates  that  the  over- run  can  preva i l  for  four  hours  af ter  the  t ide  turns .  

Conclus ion

Cross ing  a  coasta l  bar  in  New South  Wales  demands  preparat ion,  pat ience,  vesse l
knowledge  and d isc ip l ined  seamanship .  No two cross ings  are  ident ica l ,  and  even
exper ienced sk ippers  t reat  bars  wi th  caut ion  and respect .  By  carefu l ly  study ing  condi t ions ,
us ing  proper  equipment ,  seek ing  loca l  knowledge  and refus ing  to  take  unnecessary  r i sks ,
yacht  c rews  can  s ign i f i cant ly  improve  the i r  safety  when enter ing  or  leav ing  the  open
ocean.

References :  
Transport  for  NSW Boat ing  Handbook.  
Lucas ,  A lan.  (2005) .  Cru is ing  the  NSW Coast .

Vale John Reginald (Jack) Garaty

Jack Garaty was a man of passion - passionate about cricket, sailing and his much loved Lake
Macquarie. Jack was a very active member of the Cruising Division and was made a Life
Member in 2005. In 2009 he was awarded a Maritime NSW medal (Community and
Environment) to recognise his 10 year membership of three major committees that were
working to improve the boating environment, lake facilities and the strategy for the dredging
of Swansea Channel.

A memorial service for Jack was held at Lake Macquarie Memorial Park (Ryehope) on
Wednesday 5 August at 11.00am.
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Medical Kits for Boats.

CD members may have become aware that Australian Sailing plans to change the schedules
for the medical kits required to comply with the various racing categories. Rather than linking
a kit to each audit category they now have a basic 'inshore' kit that can be incrementally
upgraded. While this makes a lot of sense (by reducing duplication and making the kits more
appropriate for the actual risks) it will increase their cost and complexity. These new
schedules will not be mandatory for racers until December 2028.

While few of us need to comply with the AS racing category audits I do have one suggestion
for CD cruisers. The new schedules include a 'new' item - the so-called Israeli Bandage (aka
Emergency or Trauma Bandage). These types of bandage have been in military medical kits
since World War I but have rarely been seen in civilian kits despite their proven efficacy
controlling bleeding from traumatic injuries. 

Needless to say my interest is based on a recent real-world experience! My eldest son had
borrowed my boat a few months ago and was returning it to our mooring along with his 11
year old daughter. Going forward (without shoes) he slipped and gouged a very deep tear into
the sole of his foot. It was bleeding profusely and they had quite a challenge to control the
bleeding. He was eventually admitted to JHH for surgical cleanup and closure of the wound.
The Israeli Bandage would have been perfect for managing this wound.

These items are very effective and quite cheap (I bought mine online for roughly $8 each) so I
urge you to consider getting a few for your boat first aid kit and perhaps even a few for your
car(s).

Tony

Safety  Sn ippet
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Monthly  Lake  Out ing  -  17th-19th  Ju ly

A Winter  Escape –  Campf i re  at  the  Duckhole  

I t  took  qu i te  a  dose  of  opt imism and fa i th  in  the  weather  forecasters  to  pack  up  the  boat
and head out  on  Saturday  morn ing  (18th  Ju ly )  for  the  CD month ly  out ing .

Grey  sk ies  and  dr i zz le  qu ick ly  turned into  ra in  squa l l s  and  showers  as  Rio,  Double  Fun,
Renaissance ,  S toked,  Jod i ,  K imber ly  Dreaming,  2  Dream,  Wind  Ch i l l  and  Equinox  made
the i r  way  to  the  Duckhole  (off i c ia l ly  B i rdcage  Po int )  for  an  af ternoon gather ing  round
the  campf i re .

However,  as  pred icted,  by  3pm the  sk ies  had  c leared,  a  ra inbow arched gracefu l ly  across
the  sky  and the  on-shore  gather ing  spot  was  wel l  protected  f rom the  cool  souther ly
breeze .

A  very  en joyable  af ternoon fo l lowed with  great  company,  l i ve ly  conversat ion,  de l i c ious
food and the  odd g lass  of  cheer.  

Sunday  morn ing  saw gather ings  for  morn ing  tea  on  board  Stoked and 2  Dream before  a
gent le  sa i l  back  up  the  lake  wi th  an  ob l ig ing  fo l lowing  breeze .

Thanks  to  a l l  for  brav ing  the  winter  weather  and for  prov ing  that ,  even  desp i te  the
bleakest  of  out looks ,  a  fantast ic  weekend can  be  en joyed on  our  magni f i cent  lake!

Maureen



August  Genera l  Meet ing:

Instead  of  hav ing  a  guest  speaker  for  the  August  genera l  meet ing  we have  dec ided to
hold  a  panel  d i scuss ion  on  ‘How to  cross  a  coasta l  bar  safe ly ’.  Many  internat iona l  b lue
water  c ru isers  rate  the  NSW coast  as  be ing  extremely  cha l leng ing  and f rank ly  qu i te
dangerous .  The  main  reason for  th i s  assessment  i s  the  number  of  bars  that  have  to  be
crossed  to  reach  safe  anchorages .  Desp i te  the  enormous  improvements  in  weather
forecast ing ,  web cam coverage  and Mar ine  Rescue  report ing  we st i l l  see  regu lar  news
stor ies  of  vesse ls  coming  to  gr ief  in  attempt ing  to  cross  bars  in  less - than- idea l
condi t ions .  Our  panel  wi l l  take  us  through the  cha l lenges  of  assess ing  bar  safety  and
offer  sug gest ions  on  how best  to  safe ly  nav igate  these  cha l lenges .

Tony

 
August  On-water  Act iv i ty  -  Ferry  f rom Nelsons  Bay  to  Tea  Gardens:

Given the  vagar ies  of  winter  weather  on  the  lake ,  we have  dec ided to  exp lore  a  new
act iv i ty  for  CD members .  E leanor  Cunningham has  very  k ind ly  offered  to  organ ise  an
expedi t ion  to  Nelson  Bay  on  Saturday  15  August .  The  p lan  i s  to  catch  the  ‘ The  Or ig ina l
Tea  Gardens  Ferry ’  (a  de l ight fu l  and  h istor ic  vesse l )  f rom Nelson  Bay  to  Tea  Gardens
fo l lowed by  lunch  at  the  Tea  Gardens  Hote l .  There  wi l l  be  a  f i xed  menu with  4  cho ices  for
a  tota l  cost  ( ferry  and  meal )  o f  $58.  

The  ferry  wi l l  depart  f rom 40  V ic tor ia  Parade,  Ne lson  Bay  at  11 .30am and depart  Tea
Gardens  at  2 .30pm.  We have  inv i ted  loca l  members  of  S ICYC (aka  ‘Shag gers ’ )  to  jo in  us
and encourage  you to  spread the  word  amongst  past  members  of  the  LMYC CD.  P lease  let
E leanor  (0416258461)  know (ASAP)  i f  you  would  l i ke  to  attend as  p laces  are  becoming
l imited.  Hopefu l ly  we wi l l  be  ab le  to  do  a  b i t  o f  carpool ing  to  he lp  get  people  there  and
back .

Tony

Cruis ing  Corner  

Who has  Coasta l  Cru is ing  P lans  to  Share?

Are  you p lanning  your  next  adventure??  Let  Ken know at  kenl ibarcher@gmai l . com.

“Beyond Cool”  with  Mark  and Carolanne are  looking  to  head to  Queens land in  June/Ju ly
2027 for  approx imate ly  4  months .
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Technica l  T ip

Recent ly  I  have  not iced  a  fa i r  amount  of  f reshwater  pool ing  in  my battery  compartments .
I t  appears  to  be  t rack ing  in  through the  cab le  condui ts  that  run  f rom the  mast .  Th is  has
not  happened in  the  past ,  so  I  had  a  more  carefu l  look  for  poss ib le  causes .  To  cut  a  long
story  short  I  found that  the  dra inage  ho les  in  my deck-stepped mast  had  become b locked
and f i l led  the  mast  to  the  po int  that  water  was  over f lowing  into  the  cab le  condui ts .  A
p iece  of  wi re  twir led  in  the  mast  baseplate  removed the  b lockage  and de l ivered  a  l i t re  or
more  of  water!  So  –  i f  you  f ind  unexpected  f resh  water  anywhere  near  your  mast  step,  I
sug gest  you  check  those  dra inage  ho les .

Tony
 



AUGUST:
10 :  Genera l  Meet ing:  D iscuss ion  on  Cross ing  Bars .t h

15 :  Out ing:  V is i t  to  Tea  Gardens  for  Lunch:  E leanor.t h

SEPTEMBER:
5 :  Sa i l  Past  Opening  Day  for  LMYC.t h

14  :  Genera l  Meet ing.  Speaker  TBA .t h

OCTOBER:
3rd-9th:  Ivan  I r win  Lake  Cru ise :  Phi l  and E leanor  coordinat ing.
12 :  Genera l  Meet ing.  Speaker  TBA .t h

www.lmyc.com.au

GENERAL MEETINGS - Bridgedeck Room
The General Meetings will start at 7pm in the Bridgedeck room. A table will be booked for
dinner from 5:30pm onwards for those wishing to share a meal prior to the meeting. Our
meetings are a great way to find out what’s happening and to get to know fellow CD members.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

Contact Detai ls
Executives :
Skipper:     Tony Austin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Secretary:  Richard Masson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Treasurer:  Ralph Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Committee:
Eleanor Cunningham (LMYC Board Rep)
Phi l  Cunningham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ken Archer (Cruiseletter Editor)  . . . . . . . .
Angela Asquith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mark Clement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Steve Meisenhelter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Natal ie Meisenhelter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

0416 266 947
0422 347 875
0409 318 230

0416 258 461
0416 078 461
0428 785 459
0408 479 228
0400 716 756
0413 368 232
0410 649 543

For  Your  Ca lendar

Any art i c les  for  the  Cru ise letter  can  be  sent  to  the  Cru ise letter  Ed i tor,  Ken  Archer,
preferab ly  in  MS Word format  at  archerken90@gmai l . com (M:  0428 785  459)  by  25th
of  each  month.
P lease  address  a l l  letters  for  the  Cru is ing  D iv i s ion  to :

LMYC CRUIS ING DIVIS ION
Ada Street

Be lmont  NSW 2280

CRUISELET TER EDITOR
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F i rep i t  out ing .

To a l l  our  contr ibutors  th is  month:  Tony  Aust in ,  Maureen Seysener,
Angela  and Ralph  Asquith ,  Mark  C lement .  
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